A CATHOLIC CAN BE “SAVED!”

 Catholics CAN BE “saved!”  If you were like me you would reply, “I don’t need to be “saved”, I’m already Catholic.  I am going to Heaven.”  Indeed, most Catholics declare that they are ready to meet God and be with Him eternally.  Others would say that all Catholics are going to hell.  How can we know who is right?  For the many devout and sincere Catholics throughout the world today, I have good news.  They can be saved, but there is a stipulation.  The stipulation is that they must do it God’s way as revealed in the Holy Bible.  Having been raised Catholic I believed that water baptism, following the sacraments, and obeying the Ten Commandments would eventually grant me entrance into the kingdom of heaven.  However, after studying what the Bible says about the way of salvation, I realized that God’s Word had to be the source for truth, rather than my religious traditions.  I believed God’s Word and I was miraculously saved. 


We must know what the Bible tell us, as it is the ultimate source of truth.  The Bible states that "all scripture is given by inspiration of God" (11 Tim 3:16) and that "the Law of the Lord is perfect." (Psalm 19:7)   Jesus (speaking to His Father) states, "Thy Word is truth." (John 17:17)  Therefore, the Bible is the source of truth.  Any religious tradition that contradicts the Bible must be forsaken.  The Scripture always “trumps” man’s doctrine.  As Jesus said- "In vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men... making the Word of God of none effect through your tradition." (Mark 7:6-13)  If a religious doctrine contradicts what the Bible says, then the doctrine is wrong, regardless of how longstanding that tradition may be.  The Scripture always right: "Let God be true, but every man a liar." (Romans 3:4) 


One tradition is the belief that Peter was the first Bishop of Rome.  As his successor, the Pope, therefore [according to Catholic teachings] is infallible in matters of faith and morals.  In truth, Peter never was the Bishop of Rome.  He was the apostle to the Jews (see Galatians 2:7-9.)  Acts 18:2 states that Caesar ordered all Jews to depart from Rome. (This occurred in 49 A.D. under the reign of Claudius Caesar.)  According to Acts 8:1 Peter's ministry was primarily to the Jews in Jerusalem.  When Roman occupation troops surrounded Jerusalem, then the believing Jews obeyed Jesus’ warning to flee from Jerusalem (Luke 2 1.)  Many of them resorted to Babylon, where resided a very significant community of Jews.  Peter’s general epistle was written from there (I Peter 5:13.)  In that epistle he writes to the Jews who were “scattered abroad” and list the provinces in the order they would naturally occur to one writing from Babylon.  At the conclusion of his life, he may have been martyred in Rome, but his ministry was centered elsewhere.  He was not the Bishop of Rome.  The Apostle Paul was the Apostle to Rome (see Rom.1:1).  When Paul sent greeting to the Church at Rome, he never saluted Peter, because Peter was not there (Romans 16:1-16.)   Another tradition that must be addressed is Papal infallibility.  Peter (the traditional predecessor of the Papacy) was not infallible. Christ Himself had to rebuke Peter for giving Jesus some satan-inspired advise (see Matthew 16:23.)  Later, the apostle Paul had to rebuke Peter for spiritual error (Galatians 2:11-14.)  Peter was fallible, even when in a place of spiritual authority.  His successors are as well.  How can one know God’s will and His laws?  Go to the Holy Bible.  Men are fallible, but “Thy Word is forever settled in heaven.” 

Another tradition that must be addressed is that of going to a priest to confess one's sins to receive absolution.   That is correct if one goes to the right Priest.  Jesus is the High Priest for us (Hebrews 6:20.)  The Bible states "There is one God and ONE MEDIATOR between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus." (I Tim. 2:5) We need no one but Christ to go between us and God.  We go to Jesus (NOT a man) for forgiveness of sin: "If we confess our sins [to God], He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness ... and the Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin." (I John 1: 7-9)  Note that it is the Blood of Christ that cleanses us from sin-not an act of contrition. Saying prayers and lighting a candle do not cleanse us..  There are no religious sacraments or good works that one can do to merit or earn righteousness (i.e., right standing with God.)  In fact, in God's eyes, all our righteousness is like filthy rags (see Isaiah 64:6.)  That is why one must trust Christ to give you the GIFT of HIS righteousness: "For by grace [undeserved favor from God] are you saved through FAITH; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:9) "Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ... for by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)  Neither being baptized into the Church, nor following sacraments (communion, confession, etc.) can make you righteous enough to enter into heaven. Jesus said that you "must be born again" to enter into the kingdom of God. (John 3)  One is born again (or "saved") by doing what Romans 10: 9, 10 & 13 says: 

"If you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you shall be saved.  For with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made, resulting in salvation. For whosoever calls upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved” 


How one is "born-again", or regenerated?  Does it happen when one is water baptized into the Catholic Church?  However, the Bible tells us that we are saved by faith, and that the confession of that heart-felt faith is how salvation is obtained.  There is no need to baptize babies, as they cannot understand in order to believe or confess.  God does not hold anyone accountable for their sin until they reach an age of understanding.  Water baptism does not regenerate.  Faith in the shed Blood of Jesus and His resurrection brings salvation and regeneration (being born again.)
 
 Another tradition that must be addressed is that of "transubstantiation.”  This doctrine states that in the Mass the priest changes the bread and wine into the literal, physical Body and Blood of Christ.  The priest then re-offers His Body and Blood to God.  However, Christ Himself stated that communion was to be done "in remembrance of me."  It is a meal in which we remember Christ's sacrifice for our sin...not literally re-sacrifice Him.  The elements are symbolic reminders of Christ's one time work on the cross.  The bread and wine are not "miraculously changed,” but remain bread and wine.  In instituting the first communion service (after blessing the wine), Jesus refers to it as "the fruit of the vine." (Matthew 26:26-29)  It was not changed into His literal Blood, but remained wine.  In describing the communion service, the Apostle Paul refers to the element of Christ's Body taken in communion as "bread." (see I Corinthians 11:23-26) Transubstantiation is not scriptural.  Hebrews 9:26 states that Christ was "ONCE offered in the end of the world...to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." (See also Hebrews 7:27; and 10:10, 14)  His Body and Blood were offered once-- not again at every Mass.  We must believe what God’s Word says on the matter.

What about purgatory?  Tradition teaches that purgatory is a place of suffering after death where one's sins are "purged" (cleansed) by the flames... like a "temporary hell."  Once one has paid for their sins, they are worthy to enter heaven.  However, to adhere to this doctrine is error.  To infer that one can pay indulgences, pray prayers, say a Mass, or suffer enough in "purgatory" to atone for sin totally negates the Cross of Christ.  Essentially, one is saying that they do not need the Blood of Jesus to cleanse from sin ... they can do it by their own good works.  If this were true, then Christ's sacrifice was in vain.  But scripture is very clear that only the Precious Blood of Christ can cleanse and atone for sin. (See I Peter 1:18, 19; Rom.5:9; I John 1:7-9; & Heb.9:14, 22.)  Scripture states that after death sinners go to hell (see Luke 16:23), and believers in Christ go to heaven to be with the Lord (11 Cor. 5:6-8.)  There is no place in The Holy Bible that refers to Purgatory.  It was a doctrine developed in the Middle Ages by which the Church was able to secure much wealth by selling "indulgences" (money paid to buy a soul out of "purgatory.")  It is not Biblical.  It became a form of extortion in the Church. In 1516 Pope Leo X set the price at 10 shillings per soul. Poor souls could not buy their way out.  This is not scriptural. The Bible says, “whosoever will let him come” and, “come without money…”   Because of this unscriptural solicitation of monies, God refers to this false religious system as a "whore."  Revelation 17 & 18 describes the wealth of the religious system situated in Rome (commonly called "the city of seven hills.)  God warns His people to "come out of her" so that they do not partake of His judgments (Revelation 18:4.) 


What about the Virgin Mary?  Church tradition says she is exalted in the heavens as our “Mediatrix” (mediator.)  Tradition says she was without sin and remains an eternal virgin.  "Mary is to be prayed to and worshiped in the churches” (Pope Pius XII, Oct. 11, 1954.)  But the Holy Bible says "you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve."  (Matthew 4: 10.)  To pray and worship Mary or any of the saints is idolatry, (which is strictly forbidden by God -Exodus 20:3-5.)  Mary is not our "Mediatrix" (mediator.)  The Bible clearly states that "There is one God and ONE Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.”   (I Timothy 2:5)  We need only go to Jesus to get to the Father.  He said, "I am the way the truth and the life; no man comes to the Father but by Me." (John 14:6)   Our only mediator is JESUS.  Mary is not exalted over any other member of Christ's Church. 


Additionally, Mary was not “without the stain of sin."  The Bible states that "all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” and "there is none righteous, no not one." (Romans3:23-Psalm l4)  Mary was a sinner, and one for whom Christ had to die.  Also, she is not an eternal virgin. Matthew 1:18, 24, &25 state that Joseph did not "know" (i.e., have sexual relations) with Mary "until she brought forth her first born Son."  After Jesus' birth, Mary and Joseph had sexual relations and produced four other sons and at least three daughters.  (See Matthew 13:54-57 for a list of their names.)  Jesus half-brothers did not believe in Him during His earthly ministry (see John 7:3-5.) They were alienated from Him, as Psalm 69:8, 9 and John 2:17 prophesied: "I am become a stranger unto My brethren, and an alien unto MY MOTHER’S CHILDREN.”  Mary was not an eternal virgin. She had many other children after Christ.  


Jesus said, "You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free."  The Holy Bible is the final authority on all doctrinal issues, as it is the written Word of God.  The Bible says, “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” and that “the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  It says further, that “as many as received Him, to them He gave power to become the sons of God.”  “If you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.”  You must first “repent”--change your mind—on how you think  you can go to Heaven, and then agree with God’s Word on the subject. Salvation is only through faith in Jesus' Blood to cleanse you from sin.  None of us deserve salvation.  We must simply obey the Bible: "For whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13)  Jesus said, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone opens the door, I will come into him and will sup with him, and he with Me." (Revelation 3:20)  When you ask in faith you will know when He comes in.  He can save anyone, including Catholics.
