THE ETERNAL SECURITY ERROR

Few doctrines have had the net effect of sending more “Christians” to hell than the doctrine of eternal security.  The doctrine tells believers in the Lord Jesus, that once you are saved, you are always saved.  You can live any way you choose and do anything that you want to do after your salvation experience and you will still go to heaven.  This is a grievance error.  Jesus said that His true disciples will deny themselves, take up their cross daily, and follow Him.  One cannot live like sinners in the world and expect to go to heaven.  “The true grace of God that brings salvation will teach you to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live righteously.” (Titus 3:11)  True Christianity is not easy “believism” (just believing in God.)  Even the devil “believes” in God “and trembles.” (James 2:19)  True faith will have corresponding actions.  In other words, you will “walk the walk.”  Jesus said it this way, “You will know them by their fruit.” 

Conversely, there is error in the legalistic mentality of the church.  To think that anything that you do (good works, following church rules & regulations) can save you is just as wrong.  This mentality does not consider the Blood of Jesus as being good enough to save you.  Instead, it states that one must DO good, religious things to merit or maintain their salvation.  Legalistic doctrine of works is blasphemous, as it negates the Blood of Jesus to atone for sin. There is nothing you can DO to earn your salvation, for it is “by grace [God’s unmerited favor] are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; NOT of works that any man should boast.” (Ephesians. 2:8,9)  The good works do not save you.  They are simply evidence of the faith in your heart that you received at salvation.  True faith will result in a Godly lifestyle.

The truth is, when we have received the gift of eternal life, God places His spirit within us and writes His laws in our hearts.  It is God Who works in us both to will and to do His good pleasure.  The new nature He gives us makes us free from the Law of sin and death.  We do not HAVE TO sin any longer.  We still have the flesh, which is contrary to our spirit, and wars against us daily.  If we yield to the flesh and sin, God will forgive us.  We must sincerely repent and confess our sin, and “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9)  Our regenerated conscience will convict us that we have done wrong.  God will graciously restore us back into fellowship with Him as we acknowledge our sin and repent.  He does not “kick us out of the family” for falling into sin.  There are areas in all of our lives that are not perfect… attitudes, motives, etc.  We may not be aware of sin in our heart, but God’s grace is sufficient to cover us even then.  If we are sincerely following the Lord Jesus, there is an automatic covering of His Blood to cleanse us, even from unknown sins.  It is called the “Blood of sprinkling” (I Peter 1:2).  “If we walk in the light as He is in the light, then the Blood of Jesus cleanses us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:7) When the Spirit shines His light upon us and reveals to us our sin, we must then repent and confess it. 

However, if we become rebellious and try to justify the sin that the Spirit reveals to us, then the Blood does not automatically cleanse us.  Not until we repent and confess that sin can we be cleansed.  If this rebellious attitude becomes a pattern, and we continue to harden our heart toward the Spirit of grace by refusing to repent, then we are on very dangerous ground.  God will not force us to love Him or follow Him.  He does not leave us, but we can choose-- by our own rebellion-- to leave Him.  God’s Spirit will not always strive with man. (Genesis 6:3) When you refuse to allow the Holy Spirit to convict you of sin, you are actually insulting (“doing despite to”) His goodness and grace.  For a Christian to continue in a lifestyle of willful sin (shunning the conviction of the Holy Ghost) means that Jesus is no longer the Lord of their life.  Romans 6:16 states:  “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?”  If you continue in sin, you have become satan’s servant, not God’s.  

The following scriptures show that it is possible for believers in Christ to leave Him by not continuing in the faith:
I Timothy 5:11,15- “But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry; Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith…For some are already turned aside after Satan.”
Paul warned the Church that they must continue in the true faith of Christ, or we risk being cut off from God (Romans 11:20-22):

“Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.  Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.”

Again, in Hebrews 3:12-14, Paul warned the Church that being a partaker of Christ was contingent on them continuing in the faith: 

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.  But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.  For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end”
Paul warned the Church in Galatia (though they had started out well) that because they began to incorporate legalism with their faith, they were fallen out of God’s grace:

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.  Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace… Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? (Galatians 5:4-7) 

Even Paul himself knew that he could not take his own salvation for granted.  He realized that he could be separated from God if he didn’t watch his own life:
“But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” (I Cor. 9:27)
In Revelation chapters 2 & 3, God warned the seven Churches of Asia not to be lukewarm, or Christ would spew them out of His mouth.  He stated that some in the Church were in danger of having their names “blotted out” of the book of life because their garments [of righteousness] had become defiled.  He warned the Church that they must repent of their idolatrous, worldly lifestyles or they would be cast into great tribulation wrath (the judgment that God reserves for His enemies- Nahum 1:2.)  He was writing to the Church, NOT the world.  These had been saved, but had gotten off course with God.
Being eternally secure with God is conditional.  We do not have to worry about losing our salvation if we do our part.  Basically, it simply means to follow Christ, and be obedient to His Word and His Spirit.  These scriptures show what He expects of us:
“Jesus answered them…My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:27, 28)

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)
“He [Jesus] became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him” (Hebrews 5:9)

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31)
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  (Matthew 7:21)
We cannot be perfect on our own.  God knows that.  But as long as we are honestly trying to follow Him (as long as we are “striving for the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”) we will make it.  God will give us grace to help us run this race.  But those who throw caution to the wind and live any way they want to after salvation are deceived.  You cannot enter the kingdom of God if you are living an unrighteous, ungodly life:
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind [homosexuals], Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”  (First Corinthians 6:9-10) 

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21)

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:7,8)

The key really is the attitude of the heart.  Do you love the Lord because He paid for your sins on the Cross?  If you really believe that He loved you and gave Himself for you, you will love Him in return.  And, if you love Him, you will obey His Word (John 14:21).  II Peter 1:5-10 tells us that we must remember that Jesus has purged us from our sins.  In doing that, we will be diligent to add the virtues to our life of faith, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love.  Then, we will never fall.
For those who harden their hearts toward the Lord, and continue in willful sin, they set themselves up for a great fall.  Even if one has had a close walk with God, has received the Holy Ghost, and known the Word of God, it is possible for them to fall away.  If they harden their heart to the Spirit’s conviction, He cannot bring them back to repentance:
“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the Blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?  For we know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge His people.  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  (Hebrews 10:26-31)
“it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame.  For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:  But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.” (Hebrews 6:4-8)

With these sobering scriptures, it behooves all of us to take account of our own lives.  As Paul said, we must not “neglect our salvation”, but need to “work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.”  Can we be eternally secure of our salvation?  Yes, if we stay close to Him.  That personal relationship that you have with Christ on a daily basis will motivate you not to willfully commit sin.  
I John 3:6-10 sums it up in this way:

“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”
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