HAVE   YOU   BEEN   BORN   AGAIN? 
 
Many sincere people believe that going to church or keeping the Ten Commandments is the way for them to attain heaven.  They are taught that if they believe in God, follow the sacraments (baptism, communion, etc.), and keep the golden rule they will eventually enter God’s kingdom.  A very religious man of Jesus’ day believed this.  However, when questioning Jesus about how to enter into heaven, Jesus gave him this answer:
“Truly, truly I say to you, except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:3)
 
This puzzled the man.  He responded by asking Jesus how could a man be born again?  Surely Jesus did not expect him to enter again into his mother’s womb and be born.  Jesus explained:
“Truly, truly I say to you, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you ‘You must be born again.’”
 
Jesus explained to him that one must have a spiritual birth in addition to the natural birth in order to go to heaven.  This spiritual birth is necessary because we are all born into sin.  The sin nature in us results in all of us sinning.  The Bible states, “there is none righteous, no not one,” and “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)  No one measures up to God’s standard of holiness and righteousness.  In other words, you can never  merit or deserve heaven based on you own righteousness or good works.  Without a spiritual re-birth, you will reap the penalty of your sin...death and eternal separation from God. (Romans 6:23)            Because of His great love for us God allowed His Son Jesus to pay the sin penalty for all of mankind:            “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) “Who His Own Self bore our sins in His Own Body on the cross...” (I Peter 2:24)
Jesus gave His life as the ransom payment for our sin.  This undeserved love and favor from God is called “grace”:  “For by GRACE are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: NOT OF WORKS, lest any man should boast.”   (Ephesians 2:8,9)
 
There are no good works or religious rites that you can do to merit heaven.  In fact, in God’s eyes, your righteousness is like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6.)  That is why you must trust in Christ’s perfect righteousness, and receive it as His gift to you.  To receive the gift of righteousness, you must first admit that you are a sinner.  Then, you must be willing to admit that you are a sinner, and be willing to completely turn away from sin.  You must repent.  

Finally, you must believe that Jesus bore your sins on His cross, was buried, and rose to life the third day.  Romans 10:9-13 puts it this way:
“That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved [born again].  For with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness.  And with the mouth confession is made, resulting in salvation.  For whosoever calls upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Call on the Lord to forgive you of sin.  Invite Him to come in and to rule as Lord of your life.                                                                                                     

Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If any one opens the door I will come into him and sup with him and he with Me.” (Revelation 3:20)  Jesus wants to have personal communion with you.  When you invite His Spirit into you, He makes you a new person spiritually.  With God’s nature in you, you will desire to please Him.  He will communicate with you through the Bible and will speak directly to your heart.  You have become a born again child of God.            
That is just the beginning of your new life with Christ.  He will become so real in your life that He will become your best Friend.  You must take time to communicate with Him daily in prayer.  Talk to Him about everything, and listen to His answers.  He will often speak to you directly from the Holy Bible.  It will become alive as you read with the new spiritual life of Christ within you.  And He will speak to your inner man (spirit) as well.  Make sure that you fellowship with other believers.  You need to feed your spirit, just like a newborn baby must be fed.  Reading the Bible, prayer, and fellowship is the spiritual food that you need to grow.  Contact us as amr.flwi@yahoo.com and request additional information in your new walk with Christ.  Congratulations! You are part of the family of God!

