THE TRUTH ABOUT  HELL

Many today either deny the existence of hell, or do not think that anyone will really have to go there.  The truth is, there is a hell, and “MANY there be that go therein.” (Matthew 7:13)  This, however, was never God’s intent.  He created hell for the fallen angels and lucifer, not for man.  If man goes there it is because he has rejected God’s plan and purpose, and instead has followed the devil’s lie.  God has given us a free will; He cannot --and will not-- force anyone to follow Him. He does not want anyone to perish, but desires that all would repent and be saved.  But, He does not force His will on anyone.  If they reject God’s plan of happiness and eternal joy in heaven, He has to allow them to go their own way.  
Some would say, “I don’t believe that a loving God would send anyone to hell.”  That is absolutely true.  He does not send anyone to hell.  Man sends himself to hell by refusing God’s grace and the free gift of eternal life that Christ purchased for us on the Cross.  God has gone to great lengths to STOP man from going to hell.  The entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation is God’s Master plan designed to help man escape the judgment that their sin deserves.  God allowed His Own Son, Jesus Christ, to go to hell and pay for the sin of all mankind so that man would not have to go there himself.  And now God stands at the door of your heart and knocks, begging you to let Him into your life. (Rev.3:20)  You must make the choice.  If you reject Him and choose to go your own way, you will go to hell.  If you choose to follow the Lord, heaven will be your eternal home. As God says in Deut. 30:19, “Choose life.”

If one really knew what hell is, they would do everything in their power to avoid it.  Hell is a fiery place of burning torment and punishment.  The Hebrew word “sheol” is defined as “hades, the world of the dead; subterranean, grave, hell, pit.”  The Greek has three words for hell.  One is “Gehenna” (valley of the son of Hinnon.)  This is a “place or state of everlasting punishment.”  Another is “Hades”, which is “the place of departed souls, grave, hell, unseen.”  The final word is “tartaros”, (the deepest abyss of Hades).  Its meaning is to incarcerate in eternal torment, cast down to hell.”  
The Bible describes hell as being “down” in the lower part of the earth: 
“For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.”  (Deuteronomy 32:22)

Job 11:8, 17:16, and Ezekiel 26:20 state:
“…deeper than hell”, “They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust.” “When I shall bring thee down with them that descend into the pit… and shall set thee in the low parts of the earth, in places desolate of old, with them that go down to the pit…” 

Hell is also a place of darkness:

“…foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever…” “…even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death; A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness.” “…cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”(Jude 13, Job 10:21, Matthew 8:12)

Mark 9:43-48 describes hell as a place of eternal death, fiery torment, and punishment:

“And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”  
Here Jesus is saying, whatever you have to do to stop sinning, do it, so that you will not have to go to hell.  Any sin, attitude or motive that is not pleasing to God, get rid of it, or the consequences are disastrous AND ETERNAL!  Psalm 11:6 and Revelation 20:10 describe hell as a place of fire and brimstone:

“Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.”  “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 

Jesus Himself gives us a graphic example of what hell is like in Luke 16:

“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.  

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”
Notice that the rich man was not described as doing any overt, evil sin.  He simply had a lifestyle in which he lived for himself, not for God.  After death one does not cease to exist.  The spirit continues to live eternally, either in heaven or in hell.  In this case, the rich man’s spirit, being conscious, felt the torments and pains of hell.  The choices he made while alive sealed his eternal destiny forever.  This is reality, and a somber warning from God’s Word.
Most people feel that if anyone DOES go to hell, it will be only the very wicked that will go there.  They feel that if (in their mind) their good deeds outweigh their bad, that they will make it into heaven.  God, however, does not “grade on the curve.”  Only the pure in heart will see God.  And that eliminates all of us, for Psalm 14 states: 
“The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  
God looks at the heart of man.  Though one may not have murdered anyone, Jesus said if there is hatred in your heart, you are the same as a murderer.  If there is lust in your heart, it is as if you have committed that immoral act. (Matthew 5) Pride is a sin that is an abomination to God. Pride causes man to justify his sin and try to make his self look right: 

“There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.” And that, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.” (Proverbs 21:2, 30:12)  They are right in their own eyes, but not in God’s.  Sin must be confessed and repented of, not covered up and justified.
Many religious people will be in hell because they have rejected God’s only way to heaven [through Jesus Christ-John 14:6].  They didn’t obey the simple Gospel message to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved. Instead, they trust in their good works or church membership to get them to heaven.  But only true faith in Jesus will get you there.

Many will go to hell because they love the world more than Jesus.  They will not make a public stand for Jesus Christ for fear of being rejected or persecuted.  Some will be in hell simply because they ignore God.  Scripture tells us plainly who will be in hell:
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” “Thou castedst [the wicked] down into destruction.  How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.” (Psalm 9 & 73) 

          (Jude 7) “Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”

(Romans 2:5-9) “But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil…” 
Proverbs 28:17 warns “A man that doeth violence to the blood of any person shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him.”
Religious hypocrites will go to hell: “Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity…  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”  (Matthew 23:28, 33)  
Just going to Church will not keep you out of hell.  Even Judas Iscariot attended the House of God, but his heart was not right within him:  “a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company… let them go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings; thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days” (Ps. 55: 14-23)
Those who do not believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ will go to hell:

 “…when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” (II Thes. 1:7-9)
Those who continue in willful sin are destined for hell (Hebrews 10:26):
“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries… For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord.”  
Those who do not think that they need God in their lives will go to hell.  Riches can cause men to become proud and think that they do not need God.  They become “lovers of pleasure, more than lovers of God” and are consumed only with the temporal things of life:
“Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of His hands… Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.” (Isaiah 5:11-14)

           I Timothy 6:9, 10 states:  “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil…”
 “For many walk… that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  whose end is destruction … who mind earthly things.” (Philippians 3:18, 19)
“The wicked… spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave. Therefore they say unto God, ‘Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto Him?’ … he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty. (Job 21:12-20)  
Any sin in one’s life will keep them out of heaven:
 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8)
The only way to escape the judgment of hell is for your name to be written in the Lamb’s book of life: 
 “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20: 11-15)
When Jesus died on the Cross for our sin, He made the way possible for us to escape hell.  He actually suffered God’s wrath for our sins so that we would not have to.  Because of His great love for us, He endured the torments of hell and ransomed us from death.  Consider the following prophetic scriptures that describe what He went through for us:
“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” “The sorrows [pains] of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.” “He brought me up also out of an horrible pit…”  (Psalm 16, 18, 40)
“Let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters.  Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me…Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee… Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink… they persecute him whom thou hast smitten” (Psalm 69)  
“Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.”
“For my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave… Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah. Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; thou hast made me an abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth…LORD, why castest thou off my soul? Why hidest thou thy face from me?  I am afflicted… while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have cut me off.”   (Ps. 86 & 89)
“Know now that God hath overthrown me, and hath compassed me with His net…He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and He hath set darkness in my paths…He hath destroyed me on every side…He hath also kindled his wrath against me, and He counteth me unto Him as one of His enemies.” (Job 19:6-11)
God is holy and righteous, and cannot allow sin to go unpunished.  Out of love for us, He allowed His beloved Son to be punished for our sins.  Jesus became a Ransom for sin, freeing us from the penalty of death and hell.  Because of His great love for us, Jesus willingly gave Himself for our sins, and endured God’s WRATH and judgment in hell:  
“But Thou hast cast off and abhorred, Thou hast been wroth with Thine anointed.  Thou hast made void the covenant of Thy servant: Thou hast profaned his crown by casting it to the ground. Thou hast broken down all his hedges; Thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin. All that pass by the way spoil him: he is a reproach to his neighbours.  Thou hast set up the right hand of his adversaries; Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and hast not made him to stand in the battle.  Thou hast made his glory to cease, and cast his throne down to the ground.  The days of his youth hast Thou shortened: Thou hast covered him with shame. Selah. How long, LORD? Wilt thou hide Thyself for ever? Shall Thy wrath burn like fire?”  (Psalm 89:38-46)

As Hebrews 2:9 states, “Jesus tasted death for every man.”  And WHY did He do it?  So that He could cast you into hell?  NO!!!  It was so that you would not have to go there!  God has done everything in His power to keep you OUT of hell.  The only thing that He cannot do is to force you to receive the gift of eternal life that He so freely offers you in Jesus Christ.  That is your choice.  He has made the way so easy.  
“Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back.” (Isaiah 38:17)  

[God] keepeth back his soul from the pit… Then He is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a Ransom [Jesus].  He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have sinned, and perverted that which was right, and it profited me not; He will deliver his soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the light. (Job 33)

God wants to keep us from going to the pit of hell.  He provided the Ransom for our sin (Jesus Christ.)  We must admit that we have sinned, repent, and then ask for Jesus’ shed Blood to cover our sins and forgive us:  “…by the Blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.” (Zechariah 9:11)  

God has made it so easy to be forgiven.  Repent from your sins and believe that Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross paid the price completely for your sins.  Romans 10:9, 10, 13 tells us “That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.   For with the heart man believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation…For whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Ask Jesus to be the Lord of your life.  Your faith in Him will keep you out of hell.
