WHICH  BIBLE ???

With the many versions of the Holy Bible available, many readers may question which one is the best.  Some prefer versions that have modern vernacular or paraphrased versions for ease of reading and understanding.  However, for those who want to know what the scripture says literal without any of man’s interpretations upon it, one would have to go back to the original Hebrew and Greek, from which the Old and New Testaments come.  To find an English version which translates most accurately from the original languages, one must understand the manuscripts from which the English version is translated.  
The Hebrew text of the Old Testament is least disputed.  With the Septuagint (very early Greek translation of the Hebrew text from which even Jesus quoted) the Dead Sea Scrolls available to confirm the Hebrew text, there is little debate that the Old Testament is accurately translated in most versions.  The New Testament Greek text, however, is a different story.  There have always been the generally accepted Greek manuscripts since the time of the apostles.  God has sovereignly protected and preserved the New Testament writings through the thousands of believers who would carefully keep and make copies of their own New Testament writings.  Even at the time of the apostles, it was known that these writing were God-inspired scripture, as Peter attested when describing Paul’s writings (II Peter 3:15, 16.)  Therefore, the believers were careful to keep and make copies for their own personal use.  As these copies become worn, new copies were made to preserve the Word for the next generation.  As a result, there are thousands of these Greek manuscripts, which are all consistent in content with each other.  Because each generation continue to make copies as the older ones were worn out, these particular manuscripts tend to be newer than some of the very old, but very corrupt, manuscripts which have been persevered by the Catholic Church.  
Two of these very old manuscripts which contain many textual mistakes, deletions and other inaccuracies are the Codex Vaticanus and the Codex Sinaiticus.  Because these manuscripts were so corrupt textually, they were not used as reliable sources from which to make copies for future generations, which would result in perpetuating their many errors.  Thus, they are singular texts without corroborating manuscripts or copies.  The Catholic Church carefully preserved these very old manuscripts to keep them from deterioration.  They outdate the many other newer copies of New Testament Greek manuscripts (which have thousands of corroborating and consistent manuscripts that support their accuracy and validity.)

At the turn of the century some “enlightened” scholars looked to the age of the very corrupt manuscripts, Vaticanus & Sinaiticus, and deemed them to be more accurate since they outdated the many thousands of consistently copied Greek manuscripts that believers had perpetuated through the centuries.  However, recent studies have now persuaded Bible scholars that the most precise Greek text is that which God has preserved all along… those many thousands of corroborating Greek manuscripts that are now known as “Textus Receptus” (the received text of the New Testament.)  It is from these accurate manuscripts that the traditional King James Version of the Holy Bible was translated.  
Unfortunately, at the time when scholars still mistakenly viewed the older, corrupt texts as being more accurate, they developed some new versions of the Bible based on these older manuscripts, thus perpetuating the errors of Vaticanus Codex and Sinaiticus Codex.  The Revised Version (1881), the American Standard Version (1901), and the Revised Standard Version were all produced using these very corrupt (though older) manuscripts.  As a result, not only are the translations of these versions inaccurate and very loose at times, but in many cases, they actually delete important words, phrases, and occasionally entire verses of Holy Scripture.  The translators evidently did not take Jesus’ admonition very seriously when He warned us not to take away from or add anything to God’s Holy Word (Revelation 22:19).  
Regrettably, some more recent versions of the Bible have derived their texts from the inaccurate Revised Standard Version.  These newer versions, including the New Revised Standard Version, the New English Bible, the Jerusalem Bible, the New American Standard, and the New International Version, all perpetuate some of the errors derived from the ancient, but corrupt, Greek manuscripts.  The errors can be vividly seen when their text is compared to that of the King James Version.  The King James contains the complete and accurate text of the New Testament.  These newer versions actually delete words and phrases from the original Greek manuscript.  The following are some examples of deletions that these newer, incomplete versions had in their text.  The Scriptures quoted are from the King James Version, and the words in bold print are words/phrases that the new versions have erroneously left out:
Matthew 6:4-”and thy Father which seeth in secret Himself shall reward thee openly.”
Matthew 6:13- “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and                       ____ the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen.”

Matthew 6:18- “and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”
Matthew 9:13-”I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
Matthew 12:47- “Then one said unto Him, ‘Behold, Thy mother and Thy brethren stand without      ____ desiring to speak with Thee.” *Note: scripture teaches Jesus’ mother had other children after the ____birth of Jesus, but Joseph was their father.  Jesus’ half-brothers were alienated from Him during His ____earthly ministry (see Psalm 69 & John 2 “the zeal of Thine house”.)  Mary was not an eternal virgin.

Matthew 17:21- “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”
Matthew 18:11- “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.”
Matthew 19:9-”and shall marry another committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away ____doth commit adultery.”
Matthew 20:16- “So the last shall be first, and the first last; for many be called, but few chosen.”
Matthew 21:44- “And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken:  but on whomsoever it shall ____fall, it will grind him to powder.”

Matthew 22:30-”nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”

Matthew 23:14- “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For ye devour widows houses, and ____for a pretence make long prayer:  therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.”

Matthew 24:14- “there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes…”

Matthew 25:31-”and all the holy angels with Him…”

Matthew 25:13- “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man ____cometh.”

Matthew 27:35- “And they crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled ____which was spoken by the prophet, ‘They parted My garments among them, and upon My ____vesture did they cast lots.”

Mark 6:11-”for a testimony against them.  Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom ___and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.”

Mark 7:16- “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.”

Mark 9:24- “and said with tears, Lord, I believe…”

Mark 9:29- “This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.”

Mark 9:38- “we saw one casting out devils in Thy Name, and he followeth not us: and we…”
Mark 9:44- “For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.”

Mark 10:13- “And they brought young children to Him…”

Mark 10:21- “and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”

Mark 10:24- “how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God.”

Mark 11:10- “Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the Name of the Lord.”
Mark 12:4- “And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and…”

Mark 12:23- “In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife…”
Mark 12:29-“And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, ‘Here O Israel…”

Mark 12:30-“and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.”
Mark 12:33-“with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength…”
Mark 15:3- “And the chief priest accused Him of many things: but He answered nothing.”
Mark 15:28: “And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, and He was numbered with the ____transgressors.”

Mark 16:17,18- [Note: 2 entire verses deleted by these “scholars” who reportedly denied the virgin birth of Christ Jesus, and did not believe the Biblical accounts of miracles]:  

“And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they ____shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it ____shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”

Luke 4:8- “Get thee behind Me, satan; for it is written…”
Luke 4:18- “…to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach ____deliverance…”

Luke 8:43- “And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which spent all her living upon …..physicians, neither could be healed of any…”
Luke 8:48- “And He said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole”

Luke 9:2- “And He sent them to peach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”
Luke 9:7- “Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was perplexed…”

Luke 9:54- “…and consume them, even as Elias did?”
Luke 9:55 56- “But He turned, and rebuked them and said, ‘ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. ___For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.’ And they went to another ___village.”

Luke 10:19- “…and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
Luke 11:4- “And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.”

Luke 12:39- “…if the goodman of the house had know what hour the thief would come, he would have ____watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through.”
Luke 17:36- “Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”

Luke 19:45- “and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought;”
Luke 20:23- “But He perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, ‘why tempt ye Me?”
Luke 22:20- “Likewise also the cup after supper saying, This cup is the new testament in My Blood, ____which is shed for you.” [Note: the New English Bible omits the entire verse]
Luke 22:68- “ye will not answer Me nor let Me go.”
Luke 23:17- “(For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.)
Luke 23:38- “And a superscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and ____Hebrew, ’This is the King of the Jews.”
Luke 24:1- “which they had prepared, and certain others with them.”
Luke 24:3- “And they entered in and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.”
Luke 24:6- “He is not here, but is risen: remember how He spake unto you when He was yet…”

Luke 24:12- “Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulcher; and stooping down, he beheld the linen ____clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass.”

Luke 24:36- “Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”
Luke 24:40- “And when He had thus spoken, He shewed them His hands and His feet.”

Luke 24:42- “gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.”

John 4:24- “God is a Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

John 4:42- “and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.”

John 5:4- “For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water; ____whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever ____disease he had.”
John 5:16- “the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay Him, because He had done these…”
John 6:47- “he that believes on Me  has everlasting life.”

John 8:9- “And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience,  went out one…”

Acts 8:37- “And Philip said, ‘If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.’ And he answered ____and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’”
Acts 9:5- “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest:  it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.”
Acts 9:6- “And he trembling and astonished said, ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’ And the ____Lord said unto him, ‘Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee…”

Acts 28:29- “And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had great reasoning among ____themselves.”

Romans 4:1- “that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?”

Romans 5:2- “By Whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and…”

Romans 8:1- “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus who walk not ____after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Romans 10:15- “them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”

Romans 14:21- “whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.”

Ephesians 3:14- “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Colossians 1:14- “In Whom we have redemption through His Blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”

Colossians 3:6- “For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.”
I Timothy 2:7- “(I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles…”

II Timothy 1:11- “a teacher of the Gentiles.”

Hebrews 2:7- “Thou crownedst Him with glory and honour, and did set Him over the works of Thy ____hands.”

I Peter 4:14- “for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their part He is evil spoken of, but ____on your part He is glorified.”
I John 4:19- “We love Him, because He first loved us.”
I John 5:7- (Note: some versions combine and change verse numbers so it is not apparent that verse 7 is left totally out of some texts) “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and ____the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”

I John 5:13- “that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God.”

Revelation 1:8- “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord…”

Revelation 1:11- “Saying, ‘I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and what thou seest write in a ____book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus…”

Revelation 2:9- “I know thy works, and tribulations…”

Revelation 2:13- “I know thy works, and where thou dwellest…”

Revelation 5:14- “and twenty elders fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.”
Revelation 6:1- “Come and see.”
Revelation 14:5- “for they are without fault before the throne of God.”
Revelation 21:3- “and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.”


It should be noted that this list in not all inclusive.  With the many blatant and intentional omissions resultant from using the corrupted texts, it becomes clear that the King James Version is the choice for those wanting an accurate and complete reading of scripture.  Some contend that the Elizabethan English is difficult to understand, and therefore opt to read  the New King James Version.  However, the Spirit that inspired the writing of scripture can also enlighten one to understand the reading of it.  The original King James version is unsurpassed in linguistic beauty, accuracy, and scholarly merits.  Truly, “The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul”,  “For ever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in Heaven” (Psalm 19:7, 119:89).  And, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35)
