WHO    IS    MESSIAH?


Bible prophecy concerning Israel is being fulfilled at an unprecedented rate. The prophetic signs indicate that Israel's Messiah is coming, and His coming is imminent. Because the Bible wams of false Messiahs in the last days, it is imperative to know who the true Messiah is. Hebrew scripture describes the ministry and attributes of Messiah in many places. The following are prophecies from scripture that can assist in determining Messiah's identity: 


“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me: because the Lord has ANOINTED me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness...”  (Isaiah 61:1-3a) 

Note the term “Anointed” above. One definition of Messiah is that he is the "Anointed One" who brings deliverance to God's people. Psalm 2 describes Messiah as God's Anointed who will reign as king over all the earth. Messiah is called the Lord's “Son” in verses 6 and 12: 


“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD, AND AGAINST HIS ANOINTED, saying, ‘Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.’  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh:  the LORD shall have them is derision.  Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.  Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.  I will declare the decree:  the LORD hath said unto me:  ‘Thou art my SON; this day have I begotten thee.  Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.’  Be wise now therefore, O ye kings:  be instructed, ye judges of the earth.  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”

Here we see the Divine attributes of Messiah, for he is “begotten” of the LORD, and is therefore called his “Son.”  In describing the Anointed One's kingdom authority, God again verifies the Divine nature of Messiah by calling him “God” in Psalm 45:6,7 : 


“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:  the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.  Thou lovest righteousness and hate wickedness:  therefore God, thy God hath ANOINTED thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Though the Messiah has the Divine nature attributed to him, he is still of the seed of David, as Psalm 132: 10, 11 state: 


“For thy servant David’s sake turn not away the face of thine Anointed.  The Lord has sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; ‘Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne...There will I make the horn of David to bud:  I have ordained a lamp for mine Anointed.  His enemies will I clothe with shame; but upon himself shall his crown flourish.’”


In this passage Messiah is defined as David's seed, and yet (as previous scripture declares,) he is also God's son. This seeming contradiction of terms can be reconciled by lsaiah 7:13&14. ln this passage a virgin of the house of David conceives and bears a son, whose name is “Immanuel” (which being interpreted is “God with us.”): 


“...O house of David:  Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also?  Therefore the LORD himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.”


For a virgin to conceive and bear a son indicates that God has miraculously intervened, for from the natural this is impossible.  In that the son is called “God with us” implies that God himself imparted his life into the virgin's womb.  This is consistent with another description of Messiah found in Isaiah 9:1,6,7: 


“...by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations, The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them has the light shined ... For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase qf his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will perform this.” 

This Messiah who sits on the throne of David is called “The Mighty God.”  He is both David's seed, and yet is God's son as well. The natural Davidic lineage had to come through the virgin's bloodline. The Divine nature of Messiah came from God. 


Psalm 110:1-7 is an interesting scripture in which David prophetically calls the Messiah his “Lord.” Here David's acknowledges the divine attributes of the king who will reign on his throne futuristically. Messiah is also described as the “Rod” who rules in Zion. And finally, he is declared to be “a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek”:


“The Lord said unto my [David's] Lord, ‘sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the ROD of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies... The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, ‘Thou art a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.’ The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of His wrath, He shall judge among the heathen, He, shall fill the places with head bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries.  He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head.”


Here we note that Messiah is called by David “Lord,” indicating he was not just David's natural seed, but was also the Divine son of God.  Messiah is also described as the “Rod.”  Then, he is called a “priest for ever.”  He is not of the Levitical priesthood, since Messiah is of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49: 10.)  Rather, his priesthood is of the order of Melchizedek (“King of righteousness”)-one who had no recorded beginning or ending. In addition to being called the “Rod” of God,  Messiah is also called the “Arm” of the Lord,  who will rule for  him:


“Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and His ARM shall rule for him.”  (Isaiah 40:10) 


“Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, Oh my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people.  My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on my ARM shall they trust.” (Isaiah 51:4,5)


“The Lord has made bare his holy ARM in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God...Behold my SERVANT shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.  As many were astonied at thee: he visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:  So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.” (Isaiah 52)

Here the Messiah is described as God's Arm and Servant.  Zechariah 3:8 calls Messiah God's “Servant the BRANCH”: “...For behold, I will bring forth my Servant the BRANCH.”  Zechariah 6:12,13 also call Messiah the "BRANCH", and confirms his priest/king, role as well: 

“..Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts saying, ‘Behold, the man whose name is the BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place and he shall build the temple of the Lord. Even he shall build the temple of the Lord: and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne, and he shall be a priest upon his throne...’” 

Isaiah 11:1-10 also calls Messiah (the “Anointed One”) the “ROD” and the “BRANCH” who will judge and rule over all the earth:


“And there shall come forth a ROD out of the stem of Jesse, and a BRANCH shall grow out of his roots: And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him ... with righteousness shall he judge the poor and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he stay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid... They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain: for the earth shall be.full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.”

Here the millennial kingdom is described with Messiah (the “ROD” and the ‘BRANCH’) judging the earth.  Jeremiah 23:5,6 also describes David’s seed as the “BRANCH” who will reign as Messiah over the earth:


“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous BRANCH, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell sqfely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called, "THE LORD OUR RlGHTEOUSNESS” 

Jeremiah 33:15-17 reiterates that the throne of David would be occupied by the “BRANCH”, ( i.e., the Messiah.)  The attributes of the Messiah are that he is of the seed of David,  he is God's son who will reign as king forever, he is David's “Lord,”  he is a priest, and that he is the “BRANCH,” “ROD,” “ARM,” and “SERVANT” of the Lord.  In light of these truths, Daniel chapter nine could be difficult to understand. It describes the time frame for Messiah to come, but then states in verse 26 that Messiah shall be “cut off,” (i.e., killed.)  If this delivering king is going to be cut off, how can he reign forever? The answer can be found in part in Isaiah 53. In it the fact that Messiah is “cut off” is confirmed, but also his subsequent exaltation by God is described. This implies that he is brought back into the “land of the living” in order to receive his portion from God: 


“Who hath believed our report?  And to whom is the ARM of the LORD revealed?  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground:  he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:  and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:  yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:  he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  He was taken from prison and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation?   For he was CUT OFF out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.  Yet is pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief:  when thou shalt make his 

soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand He shall see the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my RIGHTEOUS SERVANT justifymany; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors: and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

The ARM of the LORD (Messiah) was “cut off” out of the land of the living, but not for himself (as Daniel 9 declares.) According to Isaiah, he was killed “for the transgressions of my people.” The soul of God's RIGHTEOUS SERVANT was used as an offering to cover the sin of God's people. However, the people did not recognize this, and actually rejected and despised their suffering Messiah. God states because of Messiah's great sacrifice for the people, he would reward his RIGHTEOUS SERVANT with “a portion with the great.” Obviously, Messiah must be resurrected after his being cut off in order to receive his portion from God. The resurrection of Messiah from the dead is described in Psalm 16:8-10 and Psalm 18:4-6,16,17,43. Though he experienced the  “sorrows of death,” God would not allow his flesh to decay (implying his resurrection from the dead.) Here, also, he is called the “Holy One” who will reign over the nations: 


“I have set the Lord always before me:  because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither will thou suffer thine Holy One [Messiah] to see corruption... The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.  The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.  In my distress I called upon the LORD and cried unto my God:  he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.  He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me... Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people;  and thou hast made me the HEAD of the heathen: a people whom I have not known shall serve me.”


We know this did not apply to David, for he did die, and his flesh did see corruption. These prophetic scriptures apply to David’s Messianic seed, who was “cut off”, but then delivered (resurrected) by God so that his flesh did not decay. After describing his deliverance from death, Messiah states that he will be head (ruler) of the nations. 'I'hat is the “portion of the great” that God rewards him with for being willing to bare the sins of the people.  Zechariah 12:9,10 describes when Messiah returns to deliver Israel from the nations who are gathered against her in Jerusalem. (This Delivering Messiah is also described in Zechariah 14:1-7.) The Zechariah 12 description gives some insight as to how this Delivering Messiah had previously been “cut off” when fulfillling his role as the “Suffering Servant”: 


“And it shall come to pass in that day that I will seek to destroy all nations that come against Jerusalem.  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon ME WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”

Here the Delivering Messiah is described as one who was “pierced.” This is reminiscent of Psalm 22:1-16, in which David prophesies that God's suffering servant would be “pierced”: 


“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?...I am...a reporach of men, and despised of the people.  All that see me laugh me to scorn...and all my bones are out of joint:  My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.  My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaves to my jaws; and thou have brought me into the dust of death.  For dogs have compassed me:  the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me:  they PIERCED my hands and my feet.”

The suffering servant was rejected by the people, was pierced, and was brought into the dust of death. The Psalm continues by declaring that God heard his servant's cry. The Messiah does not remain in the dust of death, but is depicted as standing in the great congregation offering praise to God for his deliverance in verse 25. It is evident that there is a time lapse between when the Messiah was pierced (as “suffering servant”) and when he comes as delivering Messiah to reign on earth.  Zechariah 14:3-9 states that the Lord would come to fight against the nations, “and all the saints with thee”: 


“For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken ... Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations... And his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east ... and the Lord My God shall come, AND ALL THE SAINTS WITH THEE   .. And the Lord shall be king over all the earth.”


This description of the Delivering Messiah fighting against the nations who have come against Jerusalem corresponds exactly with the Zechariah 12:9 description of the “pierced” Delivering Messiah. He is depicted as already being pierced when he returns to destroy the nations at Jerusalem. When Messiah comes to reign as king in Jerusalem he will be coming from heaven “with all the saints” accompanying him (Zech. 14:5.) So first the Messiah had to suffer for the sins of the people, being "pierced" in his hands and feet.  He is “cut off” out of the land of the living, but is resurrected from the dead by God. He then ascends into heaven until he returns with the saints to deliver his people in Jerusalem. He returns as the pierced, Delivering Messiah who will reign from Jerusalem over all the earth. 


Obviously Messiah has not yet returned from heaven as Israel's Deliverer and King. Presently Jerusalem is a source of contention for all the nations round about it--a "cup of trembling"--as Zechariah 12:2 declares. However, we know from scripture that Messiah has already come the first time to fulfill his “Suffering Servant” role (at which time he was pierced.) Daniel 9:24-26 tells us exactly when he did come to be “cut off” for the transgressions of the people: 


“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 

to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to ANOINT the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the MESSIAH the Prince shall be seven  “weeks” [“shabuwa’-or-sevens” in Hebrew],  and threescore and two “weeks”: the STREET shall be built again, and the WALL, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall MESSIAH be CUT OFF, but not for himself:  and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”

The commandment to restore and build Jerusalem (including the street and the wall) was decreed by Persian King Artaxerxes Longimanus in the month Nisan, the year 445 B.C. (Nehemiah 2.) From that decree until Messiah was to be “cut off” was a total of 69 “sevens” (or 483 years.)  With a Biblical year being 360 days (see Genesis 7:11,24; 8:4), this equates to 173,880 days. When one divides 173,880 days by our calendar year of 365.25 days, the result is a total of 476 years. 476 years after the 445 B.C. decree of Artaxerxes was 32 A.D. (the year “0” is not reckoned.) Messiah was “cut off” in 32 A.D., according to Daniel's prophecy. At that time Rome ruled over Judaea.  The Roman mode of capital punishment was crucifixion, which entailed hands and feet being pierced when nailing the condemned one to a tree. This is consistent with Psalm 22’s description of the “dogs” (Gentiles/Romans) who compassed Messiah, piercing his hands and feet (Psalm 22:16.) The “people of the prince” (i.e., the Romans) who crucified the Messiah then “destroyed the city and the temple” (Daniel 9:26) in 70 A.D. 


The only credible candidate in 32 A.D. for being the Messiah, who was “cut off ” by being pierced in crucifixion was Jesus (Yeshua) of Nazareth. He alone fulfills all 60 major Messianic prophecies found in Hebrew scripture. The following are seventeen Messianic prophecies, each with the corresponding Hebrew scripture reference and its New Testament fulfillment: 

1.      Born in Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah (Micah 5:2, Genesis 49:10) / (Matthew 2:1)

2.      Preceded by a messenger (Isaiah 40:3) / (Matthew 3:1,2)

3.      Entered Jerusalem on a colt (Zechariah 9:9) / (Luke 19.35-37) 

4.      Betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41.9) / (Matthew 26.47,49)

5.      Hands and feet pierced (Psalm 22.16) / (Luke 23.33) 

6.      Wounded by his enemies (Isaiah 53-5) / (Matthew 27.26) 

7.      Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12) / (Matthew 26:15) 

8.      Spit upon and beaten (Isaiah 50:6) / (Matthew 26:67) 

9.      Betrayal money thrown into Temple and then given to buy a potter's field (Zech. 11:13) / (Matt. 27.5-7)

10.    Silent before his accusers (Isaiah 53:7) / (Matthew 27:12-14)

11.    Crucified with thieves (Isaiah 53:12) / (Matthew 27:38) 

12.    People would gamble for his garments (Psalm 22:18) / (John 19:23,24) 

13.    His side would be pierced (Zechariah 12:10) / (John 19:34) 

14.    None of his bones would be broken (Psalm 34:20) / (John 19:33)

15.    His body would not decay (Psalm 16:10) / (Acts 2:31) 

16.    His burial in a rich man's tomb (Isaiah 53:9) / (Matthew 27:57-60)

17.    Darkness covering the earth (Amos 8:9) / (Matthew 27:45) 

Statistically, the probability of these prophecies all being fulfilled in one man is 1 chance in 480 billion x 1 billion x 1 trillion.  In other words, it wasn't chance that Yeshua of Nazareth fulfilled all Messianic prophecy.  It was Divine Providence. He was God's suffering Messiah. The Suffering Servant is also the “pierced” Delivering Messiah who will return from heaven to fight against the nations gathered against Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:9:10.)


The fact that the Jewish rulers in 32 A.D. would reject their Messiah was predicted in Psalm 2:1,2, and in Isaiah 53:3.  But God also predicted that the Jews would finally recognize that One they caused to be “pierced” was their Suffering and Delivering Messiah. They will repent and receive the cleansing for sin that Yeshua's shed Blood affords. (Zechariah 12:10-13:1) 


All of these prophetic fulfillments of scripture verify that Yeshua is the Messiah. In addition to Bible prophecy, God reveals futuristic and historical facts in hidden codes of the Hebrew scripture. Many of these hidden messages pertain to the identity of the Messiah.  The Hebrew scripture codes are in “Equidistant Letter Sequences” -a phenomenon not to be fully discovered until our age of the computer. The historic facts contained in these codes were not fulfilled until thousands of years after they were written in the Hebrew text.  This confirms that God sovereignly placed these messages in scripture and has ordained for our generation to discover them.  The hidden prophecies in God’s Word are continuing to be discovered and fulfilled today.  Recently researchers discovered the prediction of the late Prime Minister Isaac Rabin’s assasination encoded in the Book of Exodus. Specific details of the assasination in the encoded message confirms that only an omniscient God could be the source of such information.  Another example found in the Book of  Deuteronomy had specific references to the Holocaust, including the terms “Hitler”, “Nazis,” and the names of the death camps.  In  Deut.10: 17-22, beginning with the second last Hebrew letter bet, researchers found every thirteenth letter from left to right formed a code which spelled out, “in the bitter sea of Auschwitz.”  God encoded this message in scripture over 3,000 years before the fact.  It is impossible mathmatically for. these coded messages at equidistant sequences to occur by chance.  God Himself placed these encoded messages in scripture. 


God graciously encoded the Messiah’s name in scripture as well.  In Isaiah 53:10 the name of Messiah is revealed in the code.  Beginning with the second letter yod in the phrase “he shall prolong”-count forward every 20th letter to discover the message “Yeshua-shmi,” or, “Yeshua [Jesus] is my name.”   In Leviticus 21:10-12, beginning with the first heh, and counting forward every 3rd letter,  the message “hain dam Yeshua” is spelled out.  This means, “Behold, the Blood of Yeshua.”  The Messianic prophecy of Daniel 9 contains the name of Messiah encoded in it.  Start with vs. 26 and the letter yod in the phrase “the city.”  Count left to right every 26th letter to reveal Messiah’s name: “Yeshua.” 


God wanted the identity of the Messiah to be very evident, for only in Messiah is forgiveness of sin. Out of His love for the Jews and all mankind He answers the question for us:  Who is Messiah?  YESHUA (JESUS) of Nazareth. 


Yeshua died for our sins (Isaiah 53: 10); was buried (Isaiah 53:9); and was resurrected from the dead (Psalm 16:8-10.) He will return as the Delivering Messiah, whose Blood is a cleansing fountain for sin (Zech. 12:9-13: 1.) Forgiveness of sin is available today by repentance from sin (Proverbs 28:13), and by calling on Yeshua to forgive and cleanse you of sin.  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD shall be saved.” (Joel 2:32). 

          Yeshua  Is  My  Name

6.      Wounded by his enemies (Isaiah 53-5) / (Matthew 27.26) 

7.      Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12) 
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