ZIONISM
	"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." 

Rabbinical commentary on this opening sentence of the Bible explains that the entire world belongs to God - He created it and He gave it to those He saw fit.

Eretz Israel, a small but very special piece of land, is the ancient legacy promised by God to the People of Israel. The Land is connected, by an unbreakable bond, to the destiny and vocation of the Jewish People.

Over thousands of years, Eretz Israel has undergone unprecedented transformations with its people enduring unparalleled upheavals: changes in government and conquest by foreign empires, centuries of growth and decay, eras of ingathering and dispersion.

And maybe the greatest miracle of all - despite a Diaspora of some 2,000 years, despite continuous persecution and a terrible Holocaust - the Jewish people reunited and returned to rebuild Eretz Israel, bringing about the birth of the modern State of Israel.

The term Gola (Diaspora) implies a connection of the People to the Land. One cannot be in the Diaspora unless one is not living in ones homeland. And over the long period of dispersion, Eretz Israel remained the eternal homeland of the Jewish People. Thousands of years could not sever this link, so deeply is the Land imprinted on the very soul of its people.

Their spiritual connection and continuous yearning to return to the Land, together with a belief in the coming redemption, resulted in the miraculous survival of the People of Israel and their rebirth in Eretz Israel - The Promised Land.

 "I really wish the Jews again in Judea an independent nation...".
(John Quincy Adams, 1825)
 "Restoring the Jews to their homeland is a noble dream shared by many Americans."
(Abraham Lincoln in his meeting with Canadian Christian Zionist, Henry W. Monk, in 1863)
 "We toiled up one more hill and every pilgrim and every sinner swung his hat on high! Jerusalem!
Perched on its eternal hills, white and domed and solid, massed together and hooped with high grey walls, the venerable city gleamed in the sun. So small! Why, it was no larger than an Jerusalem... American village of 4,000 inhabitants only numbers 14,000 people".
(Mark Twain, "Innocents Abroad", 1869)
 "Why not give Palestine back to [the Jews] again? According to God's distribution of nations it is their home, an inalienable possession from which they were expelled by force."
(Rev. William E. Blackstone, The Blackstone Memorial, 1891)
 "You (the Jews) have prayed for Jerusalem for 2000 years, and you shall have it."
(Winston Churchill, cited in "The Times", London, May 5, 1938)
 "I had faith in Israel before it was established, I have faith in it now. I believe it has a glorious not just as another... future nation, but as an embodiment of the great ideals of our civilization".
(Harry Truman)
 "How easy it should be... to understand and support the right of the Jewish People to live in their ancient Land of Israel. All men of good will exult in the fulfillment of God's promise, that His people should return in joy to rebuild their plundered land. This is Zionism, nothing more, nothing less." 
(Martin Luther King Jr., 1967)
 "Jerusalem is the focal point of the ideals of all the universe, of the entire history of Salvation; it is the place that has witnessed the fusion of all the peoples with the Jewish people - beloved of God".
(Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini of Milan, 1992)
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	Abraham, the father of Israel, was the first person to spread the idea of monotheism - belief in one God. God commanded him to leave his birthplace and go ... to the land that I will show you. 
(Gen. 12:1)
This bond between the People of Israel and their land was reaffirmed to succeeding generations through his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob:
The land that I assigned to Abraham and Isaac I assign to you and to your offspring to come. 
(Gen. 35:12)

Abraham's migration to the Land of Israel was the beginning of a long journey that the People of Israel would travel before finally settling in their land. This journey would comprise a long and difficult exile in Egypt, followed by a miraculous exodus and culminating in the receiving of the Torah (Divine Law). Later they would settle in the Land of Israel, where King David would rule over his people, and King Solomon, his son, would establish his mighty kingdom and build the First Temple. The journey would continue with the exile to Babylonia, the return and the building of the Second Temple - the destruction of which would mark the beginning of the longest and most bitter exile. Over the next 2000 years, the Jewish people would suffer terrible persecutions until they would finally be able to return home and establish the State of Israel.

c.18th-16th century BCE 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob settle in the Land of Israel; Famine forces Israelites to migrate to Egypt
c.13th century BCE 
Exodus from Egypt; Ten Commandments and Torah received at Mount Sinai; Israelites enter the Promised Land
c. 1020 BCE 
Saul anointed as first king of Israel
c. 1000 BCE 
King David makes Jerusalem capital of his kingdom
c. 960 BCE 
First Temple built in Jerusalem by King Solomon
586 BCE 
Babylonians destroy First Temple and Jerusalem; Most Jews exiled to Babylonia
538-515 BCE 
Many Jews return to the Land; Second Temple built
70 CE 
Destruction of Second Temple and Jerusalem by Romans; Jews exiled
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Fragments of a large stele, inscribed in ancient Aramaic, c.9th century BCE. Discovered by archeologists in the biblical city of Dan (in northern Israel), the stele is the earliest non-biblical text which mentions the House of David.
Courtesy Hebrew Union College
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Thumb-sized ivory pomegranate - related with the First Temple in Jerusalem.
Israel Museum, Jerusalem
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Reconstruction of the House of Ahi'el, a typical Israelite dwelling of the Solomonic period.
Courtesy Yad Itzhak Ben-Zvi
 

From Egypt to the Land of Israel
In the middle of a terrible and protracted famine, God commanded Jacob to leave the Land and journey to Egypt with his family. He lived there for seventeen years, but his longing to return did not abate for a moment. Before his death he assembled his sons to give them his blessing. He then instructed them to take his body back to the Land and bury him in the Machpelah Cave in Hebron which Abraham had purchased and where... Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried; there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried; and there I buried Leah. (Gen. 49: 31)
For many years, Jacob's son Joseph was the viceroy of Egypt. Despite his exalted position, he also yearned to return to the Promised Land, and before he died asked that he too be buried there: Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to die. God will surely take notice of you and bring you up from this land to the land that He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, "When God has taken notice of you, you shall carry up my bones from here." (Gen. 50:24-25)
Joseph's death was followed by a long period of enslavement of the Israelites by the Egyptians. After they had endured centuries of suffering, the people cried out for deliverance. God dispatched Moses to organize their exodus from Egypt and bring them home: Say, therefore, to the Israelite people: I am the Lord. I will free you from the labors of the Egyptians and deliver you from their bondage ... I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. 
(Ex. 6:6-8) 

Following a miraculous exodus, Moses led his people through the wilderness and prepared to receive the Torah - the cornerstone of laws and history upon which Judaism is built - at Mount Sinai. This event was significant not only to the Jewish People, but to the rest of the world. It was a declaration that there was a new future for humanity, based on the acceptance of monotheism. 

After a 40-year journey, the Jewish People arrived in the Land of Israel as a nation, as promised to them by God many centuries earlier. Under the leadership of Joshua, they prepared to cross the Jordan River. The rapidly flowing waters seemed to make such a passage impossible, but at God's command, Joshua ordered the priests (who were carrying the Tabernacle in which lay the Ten Commandments) to enter the Jordan and then halt. As they stepped into the water, it divided: The water flowing from the north downstream stopped and allowed the people to cross while the water on the southern side continued to flow. As the last people climbed out on the other side... the waters of the Jordan resumed their course, flowing over its entire bed as before. (Josh 4:18) Thus the Israelites were able finally to realize their right to their beloved land, promised to them by God.
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The love for the Land of Israel by the Jewish People has been demonstrated over the centuries. It is related in the Talmud that when Rabbi Ze'ira (c.300 CE) left his home in Babylonia - by then a great center of Jewish life and scholarship - to settle in the Land of Israel, and reached the Jordan River border, there were no boats in sight to carry him across. He grasped the ferry-cable stretched across the water and pulled himself to the other side. An onlooker asked him why he was in such hurry and did not wait for the ferry. Rabbi Ze'ira replied, "Who knows whether I am worthy of entering the land that Moses and Aaron did not enter? If I do not take advantage of my first opportunity, perhaps I will never have another chance." 
(Talmud, Ketubot 112a)

David, Solomon, and the Building of the First Temple
Four centuries passed. After the death of their first king, Saul, the young hero David, who had defeated the mighty Goliath against all odds, became king. David soon earned the reputation of a courageous warrior, but he was also a gentle and holy man, who attained the gift of prophecy. He is credited with composing the book of Psalms, inspired by the love of God that burned fiercely within him.

During the first few years of his reign, David made Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom (c.1000 BCE) - the spiritual and political center of the People of Israel. Despite David's intense desire to build a holy Temple, God told him that his son would have that great merit. Nevertheless, David made all the preparations for its construction, so that he could at least be a participant in the enterprise. First he purchased the site of the Temple: And Araunah asked, "Why has my lord the king come to his servant?" David replied, "To buy the threshing floor from you, that I may build an altar to the Lord." (2 Sam. 24:21-22) 

Then he made other preparations: David gave orders... to quarry and dress stones for building the House of God. Much iron for nails for the doors of the gates and for clasps did David lay aside, and so much copper it could not be weighed, and cedar logs without number... For David thought, "... the House to be built for the Lord is to be made exceedingly great to win fame and glory throughout all the lands; let me then lay aside material for it." So David laid aside much material before he died. (1 Chronicles 22:2-5)
After David's death, his son Solomon ascended the throne. King Solomon used his immense wisdom to govern his people well and with great justice, and even to advise other nations: The Lord endowed Solomon with wisdom and discernment in great measure... he was the wisest of all men... his fame spread among all the surrounding nations... men of all peoples came to hear Solomon's wisdom... When the Queen of Sheba observed all of Solomon's wisdom... she was left breathless. (1 Kings 5:9-14, 10:1-5) King Solomon is traditionally assigned authorship of three divinely inspired books that are included in the Bible: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs.

King Solomon followed in the path of his father David and developed his kingdom, both politically and economically. Because of his peace-loving nature and great wisdom, Solomon was deemed worthy to build the holy Temple, the seat of the Divine Presence in the Land of Israel. Its dedication was an occasion of great public celebration. The Temple became the spiritual center of the people for the next four centuries, so fulfilling Ezekiel's prophecy: When you shall dwell in the Land which I gave to your fathers, and you shall be My people and I will be your God. (Ezekiel 36:28)
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Israel Museum, Jerusalem
 

[image: image10.png]



The Lord Bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
and give you peace.
(Numbers 6:24-26) 

One of two small silver scrolls dating from the end of the Solomonic period (c.7th century BCE), inscribed with the biblical priestly blessing. 

Destruction and Exile
In the year 597 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylonia, led his armies into the Land of Israel. He plundered the treasury of the Temple and the royal palace, sending the spoils and some 10,000 captives - including sages, princes and warriors - to Babylonia. His soldiers demolished many cities and then returned to Babylonia, leaving behind a ravaged and desolate land as prophesized by Jeremiah years earlier: Says the Lord... "I will turn Jerusalem into rubble... and I will make the towns of Judah a desolation without inhabitants... I will scatter them among nations which they and their fathers never knew; and I will dispatch the sword after them until I have consumed them." (Jer. 9:10-15)
Some nine years later, in the 9th year of the reign of King Zedekiah, the last king of the House of David, Nebuchadnezzar returned. On the tenth of the Hebrew month of Tevet he completed a siege wall around Jerusalem, and waited for the meager bread and water supplies in the city to run out. Over the next three years, famine killed thousands of Jerusalem's inhabitants. Knowing that their opponents no longer had the strength to oppose them, the Babylonians then broke through the city walls. After four weeks of resistance by Jewish fighters, the Babylonian commander Nebuzaradan entered the Temple and slaughtered the priests and those who were trying to defend them. On the ninth of Av (586 BCE), the Babylonians razed the city walls and set the Temple on fire. Jerusalem was turned into a mound of rubble - just as Jeremiah had warned. 

Most of the people were sent into exile in Babylonia; only the poorest remained behind. The Levites, who had been the choristers in the holy precincts, poured their souls into elegiac psalms: By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea we wept, as we remembered Zion. (Ps. 137:1) Overcome by their sorrow, the people swore a solemn oath: If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither; let my tongue stick to my palate if I cease to think of you, if I do not keep Jerusalem in memory even at my happiest hour. (Ps. 137:5-6)
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The Babylonian exile 

The exiles never ceased to long for their ancestral homeland. Each time they assembled to pray they faced Jerusalem. They also instituted four annual days of mourning and fasting: the first, in the month of Tevet, on the anniversary of the siege of Jerusalem; the second in Tammuz, when the city wall was breached; the third in Av, when the Temple was destroyed; and the fourth in Tishrei, when Gedaliah Ben Ahikam, appointed by Nebuzaradan to govern the remnant of the community, was assassinated, and Jewish self-government came to an end. The most important of these was the fast of Tisha B'Av (the ninth of Av), which later became the pre-eminent day of mourning for the Jewish People. However, the words of the prophet Jeremiah echoed in their ears: For thus said the Lord: "When Babylon's seventy years are over, I will take note of you, and I will fulfill to you my promise of favor - to bring you back to this place. (Jer. 29:10)
The Second Temple
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Model of the Second Temple
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Fragments of plaster found in the old city of Jerusalem, dating to the Second Temple Period, on which a seven-branched Menorah (candelabrum) is depicted.
Israel Exploration Society
 

In 539 BCE the army of Cyrus, King of Persia, conquered Babylon. Aware of the divinely ordained bond between the People and the Land of Israel, Cyrus issued a proclamation urging the Jewish exiles to return to their ancestral homeland and rebuild the Temple. He instructed his subjects to subsidize poor Jews so they could join their brothers and sisters who were returning to their land; he also took the sacred vessels plundered by the Babylonians and entrusted them to the leaders of the returning exiles.

The royal proclamation spurred many to return to the Land, but many more chose to stay behind, choosing to provide generous support to the returnees. The following year, the returnees dedicated an altar on the site of the Temple and, backed by a royal permit, laid a cornerstone, raised funds and began rebuilding the Temple. Despite various setbacks, the Second Temple was completed in the sixth year of the reign of Darius (515 BCE), son-in-law of Cyrus, and dedicated with great pomp and joy.

The Second Temple period saw a return to religious observance and the study of the Torah, promoted by the setting up of the 120-member Knesset Hagedolah (Great Assembly), the supreme religious authority in the Land. In addition, the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt and the fabric of daily life - commerce, agriculture and construction - was reinforced, with the people able once again to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem on the three major festivals - Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Pentacost), and Sukkot (Tabernacles):
I rejoiced when they said to me, "We are going to the House of the Lord." Our feet stood inside your gates, O Jerusalem... to which tribes would make pilgrimage... to praise the name of the Lord. (Ps. 122:1-4)
The return to their homeland, however, did not mean sovereignty. The Second Temple period was accompanied by political and military struggles for independence, which eluded the people for most of that era. Except for the Hasmonean dynasty, which ruled for less than a century, the country remained under foreign rule, subject successively to the Persians, the Ptolemies of Egypt, the Seleucids of Syria, and finally the Romans.

The Long and Bitter Exile
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Masada, the last Jewish outpost defeated by the Roman army, 73 C.E.
R. Nowitz
 

In 66 CE, the Roman emperor Nero sent his legions, under the command of Vespasian, to the Land of Israel, where the people had revolted against their conquerors. Vespasian ravaged the country and devastated its cities, massacring most of the residents and selling the survivors into slavery. He then turned to Jerusalem, the people's last hope and refuge. After Nero died, Vespasian returned to Rome as emperor, leaving his son Titus in command of the legions besieging Jerusalem.

For a while the people fought valiantly, and were able to repel Roman attempts to breach the city walls. However, famine soon became an even greater threat to their survival. On the 17th of Tammuz, Titus' soldiers breached the city wall; three weeks later, on the ninth of Av, Titus led them into the Temple compound - within hours the Temple was engulfed in flames. The sight of their Temple burning was too much for many of the Jewish residents of Jerusalem to bear, and many chose to jump into the inferno or to fall on their own swords. The Romans massacred the population, showing no pity for women, children or old people. Then they burned the entire city.

From that day, the Jewish people began a dark and bitter journey into exile that lasted nearly two thousand years - an exile characterized by misery, persecution and blood libels, with no country providing long-term refuge. Throughout the long Diaspora, however, generations of Jews never forgot Jerusalem. Three times daily they turned towards the holy city and prayed: May our eyes behold your return to Zion. At the same time, a minority remained in the Land of Israel, preserving the Jewish spark in the ancient homeland and waiting patiently for the day when the exiles would return.
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He is mighty,
He will build His House soon.
Speedily, speedily, in our days, soon.
Build it, Lord, build it, Lord, build Your House soon. 

 

(from the Passover Hagadah)
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After the destruction of the Second Temple, the survivors were inconsolable. Their intense mourning was visible throughout the Land: When the Temple was destroyed for the second time, large numbers in Israel became ascetics, binding themselves neither to eat meat nor to drink wine. Rabbi Joshua... said to them: "My sons, why do you not eat meat nor drink wine?" They replied: "Shall we eat flesh which used to be brought as an offering on the altar, now that this altar is in abeyance? Shall we drink wine which used to be poured as a libation on the altar, but now no longer?" Rabbi Joshua argued that, for the sake of consistency, they would also have to do without bread, fruit, and even water, all of which had been offered in the Temple.

"My sons, come and listen to me," he said. "Not to mourn at all is impossible, because the blow has fallen. To mourn overmuch is also impossible, because we do not impose on the community a hardship which the majority cannot endure." Hence the sages of that generation enacted that there be a memorial to the destruction of the Temple in every event and activity that are cause for rejoicing. When a person builds a home he leaves a square cubit opposite the entrance unpainted, so that his joy in his house is not complete and all who enter it will be reminded of the destruction. 

Other customs connected to the mourning for the Temple which were implemented include ashes placed on the head of a bridegroom as a sign of mourning on the day of his greatest joy, and the custom of shattering a glass under the wedding canopy, accompanied by the lament: If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither; let my tongue stick to my palate if I cease to think of you, if I do not keep Jerusalem in memory even at my happiest hour. (Ps. 137:5-6) - the very words by which the exiles after the first destruction had pledged their loyalty to Jerusalem.
(Babylonian Talmud, tractate Baba Bathra 60b)
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	Thus said the Lord: "A cry is heard in Ramah - wailing, bitter weeping - Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted for her children, who are gone." (Jer. 31:15) While all the Patriarchs and Matriarchs were buried in the Cave of Machpelah in Hebron, Rachel alone was buried by the roadside: It is no coincidence that Rachel, who could find no peace as long as her children were absent from the Land of Israel, was buried at a site they would pass on their return. Throughout the generations, the Jewish people have believed that her soul waits there for her sons and daughters to return from their exile to the Promised Land.

God noticed Rachel's pain and devotion to her children and made her a solemn promise: Restrain your voice from weeping, your eyes from shedding tears; for there is a reward for your labor... They shall return from the enemy's land. And there is hope for your future... Your children shall return to their country." (Jer. 31:15-17)

62-213 
Roman rule
c. 210 
Mishnah (Jewish Oral Law) codified
313-636 
Byzantine rule
c. 390 
Jerusalem Talmud (commentary on Mishnah) completed
636-1099 
Arab rule
1099-1291 
Crusader domination
Far from their beloved country, the Jewish people were scattered far and wide to the darkness of exile. From north to south, east to west, they endeavored to lead a proper Jewish life in foreign lands - a life of faith, of observing the commandments, of maintaining the bond to the Land of Israel. It was not easy: the grueling effort, day after day, to survive foreign rule, and to compete with diverse customs, to endure the reluctance of their neighbors to accept those who were different, left emotional and physical scars. The fervent longing for their homeland intensified, and united the Jewish People despite their physical distance.
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Following the destruction of the Second Temple - the center of Jewish life for so long - many of the Jewish people's greatest Sages urgently set about collecting, clarifying, and compiling elements of the oral tradition, believed to have been given to Moses on Mount Sinai and passed down by word of mouth through the generations. This monumental work - which became known as the Mishnah - was completed in the 3rd century by Rabbi Judah Hanasi (Judah the Prince), and would become the basis of studies and rabbinical rulings of future generations.

During this time, the spiritual center of Eretz Israel was in Yavneh, the seat of the Sanhedrin - the supreme political, religious, and judicial body in the Land during the Roman period. However, as conditions in the country gradually deteriorated, and in the wake of two failed rebellions against the Roman authorities, the focus of Jewish scholarship and leadership shifted to Babylonia, where the Jews enjoyed a large measure of autonomy. However, they never considered their exile to be anything but temporary, and anxiously awaited the day when God would have mercy on them and return them to the land from which they had been exiled.

In the 9th and 10th centuries, Jewish life spread to the countries of western and central Europe, and the center of the Diaspora began to move slowly away from Babylonia and divide into two: those living in countries under Islamic rule (North Africa and Spain) and those in Christian countries (Italy at first and then Germany and France). Despite their positive social and economic contributions, the policy of expelling Jews was adopted by Christian countries in an effort to force the Jews to convert to Christianity or face separation from the rest of civilization. 

The expulsions from England in 1290, from France in 1306 and 1394, and from Spain and Portugal in 1492-97 forced out several hundreds of thousands of Jews from these countries. Yet their confidence in the divine promise maintained the bond between the Jewish People and the Land of Israel. This was expressed daily as all over the world, Jews turned towards Jerusalem and prayed to God three times each day: 

Sound the great ram's horn for our freedom, and raise a standard to gather in our exiles, and gather us together from the four corners of the earth to our land... Return in mercy to Your city, Jerusalem... And may our eyes behold Your return to Jerusalem in mercy. Blessed are You, O Lord, Who restores His presence to Zion. Every day their prayers beseeched God to hasten the redemption and return them to the land promised them long ago, in the time of the Patriarch Abraham.

Throughout the exile, the Jewish people voiced their pain and their yearning for the Land through poetry, song, and art. Over the years, these works have become a symbol of the earnest love for the Land, of the wish to be redeemed and return to it. The greatest Jewish poet of medieval Spain was Rabbi Judah Halevi. Born in Toledo (c.1075 CE), his poetry dealt with diverse themes connected to Judaism and religious belief, and, above all Eretz Israel. Even though he lived in Spain during the "Golden Age", the Land of Israel was incomparably more meaningful for the poet. His works expressed, in clear and picturesque language, the exiles' intense longing and craving for Zion - the land promised to them by God. The intensity of Judah Halevi's poems charged them with meaning for Jews all over the world.

[image: image27.png]



My Heart is in the East, and I in the Uttermost West
My heart is in the east, and I in the uttermost west -
How can I find savor in food? How shall it be sweet to me?
How shall I render my vows and my bonds, while yet
Zion lieth beneath the fetter of Edom, and I in Arab chains?
A thing light would it seem to me to leave all the good things of Spain -
Seeing how precious in mine eyes it is to behold the dust of the desolate sanctuary. 

(Selected Poems of Judah Halevi, trans. into English by Nina Salaman, ed. Heinrich Brody, Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, p.2)

The 12th century Jewish poet and philosopher Judah Halevi also wrote the Kuzari, an idealistic account of the conversion to Judaism of the king of the Khazars, a kingdom in Central Asia. Kuzari is written in the form of a dialogue between the king and a rabbi, who answers the king's questions and explains to him the tenets of Judaism. 

At one point, the rabbi uses a horticultural analogy to describe the relationship between the People and the Land of Israel: "How about the hill on which you say that the vines thrive so well? If it had not been properly planted and cultivated, it would never have produced grapes... No other mountain might be able to produce such good wine." That hill, he says, is like the Land of Israel to the Jewish people - it is the natural and essential place for their unique spirit to appear and develop.
 (The Kuzari: An Argument for the Faith of Israel, trans. Hartwig Hirschfeld, 1905; II, 10-12)
Another important poet of that age was Solomon Ibn Gabirol, who was born in Malaga (c.1021) and died in Valencia (c.1055). His poetic style also expressed, with great feeling and through agonizing questions, the Jewish bond to the Land and the desire to return to it.
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Pitiable Captive
Pitiable captive in an alien land,
Taken for a slave to an Egyptian slave.
Since the day she left you
She gazes back at you.

I have dwelled in exile, sunk in the mire -
And none grasps an oar to pull me free.
How long, O Lord, will my redemption be delayed?
When will the call of the dove be heard in my land?
We are called by Your name - do not abandon us! 

Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra was born in Tudela in 1092. He left Spain in his mid-forties and wandered through much of Western Europe, before he died in 1167. Ibn Ezra marked the end of the period of the learned Spanish Jewish poets and the transition to a new period in Hebrew literature.
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When My Enemies Slander Me
When my enemies slander me
And I fear that I may fall,
The God of Abraham gives me strength;
The Fear of Isaac is my help!
I immersed myself in the books of prophets:
The words Isaiah wrote
Were read before me: "Restoration is near at hand!"

When I searched more closely in God's Torah
I found there what I had sought:
God will restore the captive people,
Even those scattered to the ends of earth!
This gave me comfort.
Of this I must speak and find relief! 

(Twilight of a Golden Age: Selected Poems of Abraham Ibn Ezra, translated by Leon J. Weinberger. Tuscaloosa and London: University of Alabama Press, 1997, pp. 217-219)

These passages are a small sample of the works that grew in the hothouse of the exile, watered by longings and distress. The yearning for the Promised Land, and their bond to it, remained vibrant and passionate throughout the centuries. Whether in Babylon or in the Rhineland, their hearts constantly overflowed with the expectation of redemption and return to the Land.


	

	 


Top of Form

	Arise, shine, for your light has dawned;
The Presence of the Lord has shone upon you...
Raise your eyes and look about:
They have all gathered and come to you.
Your sons shall be brought from afar,
Your daughters like babes on shoulders.
(Isaiah 60:1,4) 

Long years in exile passed until finally, across the globe, Jews began to realize their dream to return to the Land of Israel. At first they entered in small numbers, infiltrating through cracks in the dam of exile, until the barrier came tumbling down and they arrived like the waves of a great flood. Some were quiet waves that nevertheless penetrated deeply; others were mighty breakers producing a significant demographic change in the life of the Jewish community in Eretz Israel.
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1200 
Golden Age in Spain; Jewish leaders, including Ramban, immigrate to Eretz Israel
1291-1516 
Mamluk rule
14th-17th centuries 
Expulsion of Jews from Eruope, including France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria; many Jews immigrate to Eretz Israel
1517-1917 
Ottoman rule
1700 
Rabbi Judah Hehasid leads large immigration to Eretz Israel
The First Waves
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Seal of Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (Ramban)
Israel Museum, Jerusalem
 

As early as the beginning of the second millennium, small groups of Jews began to return to the Land of Israel. By the end of the 12th century, greater numbers began to immigrate, inspired by messianic expectations. Among them was Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (also known as Nahmanides or The Ramban, 1194-1270), the renowned Spanish-born biblical exegete, poet, physician and author of Talmudic literature. Fourteenth century immigrants included Estori Haparhi (1280-1355?), who left his native France to settle in Beit She'an, where he devoted himself to studying firsthand the geography of the Land. In 1322, Estori Haparhi completed Sefer Kaftor Vaferah, the first comprehensive topography of the Land of Israel.

Despite the challenging journeys by sea and land, Jewish immigration continued during the fifteenth century. One of the most famous immigrants of this period was the Italian-born Rabbi Obadiah of Bertinoro (c.1450 - before 1516), author of the major commentary on the Mishnah and of a super commentary on the Torah. He arrived in Jerusalem in 1488, where he successfully organized communal affairs. By the end of the 15th century, four major Jewish communities had been established in the country - about 250 families in Jerusalem, 300 in Safed, 70 in Gaza, and 20 in Hebron.

In 1517 the Ottoman Turks defeated the ruling Mamluks, and opened the country to Jewish immigration. Thousands of refugees from the Spanish and Portuguese expulsions, together with Italian, French and German Jews streamed to Eretz Israel. Communities flourished, and Jewish life was enriched. The northern town of Safed became distinguished as the center of Jewish scholarship: among its residents were the kabbalist Rabbi Isaac Lurie (The Ari, 1534-1572), and Rabbi Joseph Caro (1488-1575), the author of the Shulhan Arukh, the primary code of Jewish law. The presence of such renowned scholars in turn attracted many more Jews from the Diaspora.
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The "Hurva" - Synagogue of Rabbi Judah Hehasid
GPO /M.Milner
 

In the second half of the 17th century, the Shabbatean Messianic Movement swept across Europe, encouraging a new surge of immigration to Eretz Israel. The largest organized group of immigrants at that time was led by Rabbi Judah Hehasid (1660?-1700). Some 1500 Jews left Hungary, Poland, and Moravia for Eretz Israel, the majority of whom reached Jerusalem in 1700. The memoirs of a Jerusalemite at that time reflect the changes that took place then: "The city of our God was settled by more members of our people than had lived there since the Jews were exiled from their land. Every day many Jews were coming to dwell in it... Many of us purchased houses and fields and built up the ruins."
During the eighteenth century other small groups came to live in Eretz Israel. Notable scholars among them were Rabbi Hayyim Abulafia (1660-1744) Rabbi Hayyim Ben-Attar (1696-1743), who came from Morocco in 1741, and the Hasidic leader Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, who arrived in 1798.

At the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries, two groups arrived in the Land; they later became the founders of the "Old Yishuv" - a community of Torah scholars in Jerusalem. The first to arrive were Polish followers of the Baal Shem Tov, the charismatic founder of Hasidism in Eastern Europe. They were followed by the Perushim, the disciples of Rabbi Elijah, the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797), one of the greatest Jewish scholars of all time. It was under the influence of the Vilna Gaon that the major ideological watershed concerning aliya (Heb., lit. "going up", immigration) to Eretz Israel was crossed.
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The Vilna Gaon (1720-1797)
 

The Vilna Gaon fervently believed that the ingathering of the Jews from the Diaspora would spark the redemption of all the Jewish People in their land, and the nations of the world would recognize the right of the Jews to a national and spiritual life in the Land of Israel. When asked by his students how they could facilitate this redemption, he answered: 

"We must bring 600,000 Jews to the Land of Israel. That number will be decisive. Indeed, at the time of the exodus from Egypt 600,000 left that place. There is also a special blessing in the prayer book to be recited when one sees 600,000 Jews assembled in the same place... Then our God, who promised the Land of Israel to our ancestors, and who promised that their descendants would live there in security, will bring more and more Jews there."
The Vilna Gaon's foresight is astonishing. When the State of Israel was born, just over 600,000 Jews lived in the country. While today nine times that number live in Israel, at the end of the eighteenth century it would have taken a special spiritual intensity and profound understanding of events to believe that there might ever be such a large and significant Jewish presence in Eretz Israel. The insight of the Vilna Gaon that the time had come for practical action to bring the redemption closer, was the essential idea that preceded the modern return to the Land of Israel.

Even though most of the people had been forced into exile, there always remained a Jewish presence in the Land. Noteworthy among them was the Zinati family, who maintained a continuous presence in the village of Peki'in in Galilee - and, legend has it, who kept the keys to the local synagogue - for almost two millennia, from the time of the Second Temple until the twentieth century.

Reviving the Land
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It doesn't matter what a Jew's status and rank may be, or how remote the land in which he lives. He still lives with the hope that one day he will ascend to Zion. No climate can alter and no season can still the enthusiasm with which the Jew looks on Jerusalem, even if only with a prospect for the far future.
When he approaches the city, still a day's journey from it, he dons his most festive garments and falls prostrate on the ground, weeping and praying now that he has reached the longed-for goal of his pilgrimage. Ashes on his head, he enters the city of his fathers.
No son returning home after a long absence feels more ardent yearning and greater love; no proud nobleman espying the towers of his ancestral castle, fallen into alien hands, is sadder than the Jew... when he sees Jerusalem for the first time. This is the authentic love of one's homeland.
 William R. Wilde, Narrative of a Voyage to Madeira, Tenerife and along the Shores of the Mediterranean, Dublin 1840 (2 vols).
During the 19th century, some 20,000 immigrants arrived in Eretz Israel, increasing the Jewish population there by fivefold. Those who came engaged themselves either in Torah study or commerce. While a number of earlier attempts to cultivate the land had been made in previous years, no full-fledged agricultural colony had yet been established. The new arrivals were greeted by a discouraging sight: barren wasteland, blighted by swamps and disease. The decision to reclaim the land, to return it to its former glory - a land with streams and springs and fountains issuing from plain and hill; a land of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey (Deut. 8:7-8) - required a great deal of courage. 

The Swiss clergyman Felix Bovet, traveling in the Holy Land in the 1860s, leaves no doubt about the situation he found there: 

The Christians who conquered the Holy Land did not know how to preserve it. For them it was no more than a battlefield and a graveyard. The Arabs who took it from them lost it to the Ottomans, who still rule it, officially. They turned it into a wilderness where they do not dare step without fear. The Arabs themselves, who are its inhabitants, cannot be considered but temporary residents. They pitched their tents in its grazing fields or built their places of refuge in its ruined cities. They created nothing in it. Since they were strangers to the land, they never became its masters. The desert wind that brought them hither could one day carry them away without their leaving behind them any sign of their passage through it. God delivered Palestine into the hands of many peoples. But He did not allow any of them to set down roots in it. No doubt he is saving it for His people Israel. 
 (Felix Bovet, Egypt, Palestine, and Phoenicia: A Visit to Sacred Lands, trans. W. H. Lyttelton, 1882)
The fact that no other people were absorbed in the country during the years of exile was the realization of God's promise and prophecy to the Jewish people: I will make the land desolate, so that your enemies who settle in it shall find it desolate (Lev. 26:32). Without the loving presence of its children, the land had lain abandoned and desolate. When they returned, it began to blossom. The new immigrants settled outside the four holy cities, believing that their agricultural endeavors would create a vital link between the Jewish People and their Promised Land.

It was no easy feat. Israel Bak (1797-1874), a Hasidic immigrant and a pioneer of the printing industry, was among the first to rise to the challenge. He and his family lived in the northern village of Jarmak, near Safed, where he sought to bring farming into the modern age. He wrote in his memoirs: "I built houses to live in. I planted gardens. I sowed fields. And that same year I ate my fill of the produce of the land, ... even though the place is not a place for sowing and is strewn with rocks. Nevertheless my labor bore fruit and the Lord was my help."
There is no doubt that this handful of pioneers blazed the trail for many more Jews to join them. Their courage and perseverance encouraged a massive immigration to Eretz Israel at the turn of the century. This incipient ingathering of the Jewish People from their countries of exile eventually led to the birth of the State of Israel.
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Petah Tikva today
GPO /M.Milner
 

One of the moving stories of that period is the establishment of Petah Tikva, the first Jewish farming village in Eretz Israel. In 1878, four members of the Old Yishuv in Jerusalem set out to purchase land from the Arab inhabitants of the Yarkon River. Together with them was Dr. Mazouriki, a well-known Greek physician, who remarked that the area was dangerous and unsuitable for habitation. Despite the trepidation they must have felt as a result of this professional opinion, they decided to take the risk and establish a community there. A famous ballad written about the five men illustrates their determination and vision:
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The Ballad of Yoel Moshe Salomon
Yoram Tahar-Lev* 

In eighteen seventy eight, 'tis said,
One bright and sunny day
Five horsemen out of Jaffa rode
And set out on their way.

And Stemper came and Guttman came
And Zerach Barnet
And Yoel Moshe Salomon,
A sword stuck in his belt.

And silver-headed Mazouriki,
The doctor, came along.
Along the Yarkon in the reeds
They heard the wind's soft song.

Beside Um-Labes they did halt
Among the swamps and trees
And climbed a little hill nearby
To see what they could see.

And as they stood and gazed around
Upon that little hill,
Mazouriki said: I fear the worst,
This place is calm and still,

For if no birds here ever sing
Then death and sickness reign.
So let us flee it while we can
And never come again.
He turned to leave in haste and fear
And three of them agreed
That it was time to ride away 
To Jaffa at full speed.

But Yoel Salomon refused,
A light shone in his eyes.
No, I am staying here tonight
Until the sun shall rise.

And so he stayed there on that hill
And in the night, it's said,
That Yoel Moshe Salomon
Grew wings just like a bird.

And where he went I cannot say
And if he really flew,
Perhaps its just a fairy-tale
Perhaps that story's true.

And when the dawn broke in the morn
Above the hills so high
The barren valley echoed loud
With birdsong in the sky.

And to this day, so people say,
Along the River Yarkon
The birds sing songs of praise to 
Yoel Moshe Salomon.

* Translated by Haya Galai
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		For thus said the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel: "Houses, fields, and vineyards shall again be purchased in this land... See, I will gather them from all the lands to which I have banished them... and I will bring them back to this place and let them dwell secure Fields shall be purchased, and deeds written and sealed, and witnesses called in the land of Benjamin and in the environs of Jerusalem, and in the towns of Judah; the towns of the hill country, the towns of the Shfelah, and the towns of the Negev. For I will restore their fortunes" - declares the Lord.
(Jer. 32:15, 37, 44)

1882-1904 
First Aliya, mainly from Russia
1897 
First Zionist Congress, Basel, Switzerland
1904-1914 
Second Aliya, from Russia, Poland, Yemen
1909 
First kibbutz, Deganya, and first modern Jewish city, Tel Aviv, founded
1917 
British conquest of the land; Balfour Declaration supporting homeland for Jewish People in Israel
1919-1923 
Third Aliya, from Eastern Europe
1924-1932 
Fourth Aliya, mainly from Poland
1929 
Hebron massacre
1933-1939 
Fifth Aliya, from Germany, Eastern Europe, Yemen
1939-1945 
British White Paper severely limits Jewish immigration to Israel; Second Warld War; Holocaust in Europe
The First Aliya (1882-1904)
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From the early 1880s until 1904, some 25,000 immigrants arrived in Eretz Israel, by sea from Eastern Europe (Russia, Poland, Hungary, Lithuania, and Romania) and by land from Yemen. The new immigrants were motivated by various reasons. Those from Russia fled in the face of an outbreak of pogroms, following the assassination of Tsar Alexander II in 1881. Disillusioned by their failure to integrate into Russian society, the only answer was to return to Eretz Israel. The Jews of Yemen, by contrast, immigrated because of the perceived imminent arrival of the Messiah. The Yemenite sages had interpreted the biblical verse, I say: "Let me climb the palm" (Song of Solomon 7:9), as an allusion to the year of redemption; they believed that the numerical value of the Hebrew word "the palm" - 642 - corresponded to the Hebrew year 5642 (1881/82).
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Gedera, 1890
GPO
 

As advocates of agricultural labor, the immigrants of the First Aliya founded several new agricultural villages, including Rishon Lezion, Rosh Pina, Zichron Ya'akov, Mazkeret Batya, Yesod Hama'alah, and Gedera. The immigrants also moved to Petah Tikva and later to new settlements, including Nes Ziyona, Rehovot, Hadera, Mishmar Hayarden, and Shefaya. Jewish immigrants also continued to flow to the towns, especially Jerusalem and Jaffa.
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"Nes Ziona"
Noah Rosenblum

Raise the flag of Zion high,
The standard of Judah's camp -
Some by wagon, some by foot
Together homeward let us tramp.
Together let us all return
To our ancient fathers' land
To our beloved maternal country
The cradle of our youthful band.
Return, return from distant climes
To the land our fathers trod. 
Escape, escape the gloomy depths
Assisted by Almighty God.
If we can once again set up 
The cornerstone and till the ground
Laughter will fill up our mouths
And songs of joy resound.
Life was difficult: hygiene and sanitation were primitive at best, and many of the new immigrants were stricken with malaria or suffered from malnutrition. But they refused to allow their spirit to be broken. One of the founders of Rishon Lezion wrote in his memoirs: 

Among the astounding things that I still cannot comprehend is why so many people, with their alien dress and manners, strange language and absurd customs - by the lights of the locals - settled in desolate wilderness spots far from human habitation... and were not terrified by the bandits who plundered travelers... These immigrants were armored with a valiant spirit to repel their foes with their own might.
The new settlers were called on to demonstrate daily acts of bravery. Land that had been sold to them as "fertile and well-watered plots" turned out to be nests of lethal diseases. Areas advertised as having the potential of a "flowering paradise" in return for "a loving hand and appropriate agricultural investment," were discovered to be arid and stony, offering their owners only famine and death. Many were unable to endure the harsh conditions and returned to their countries of origin; however others remained, determined to keep Jewish settlement alive.
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Theodor Herzl
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Herzl at the Second Zionist Conference, 1898
GPO
 

The idea of a Jewish state in the Land of Israel began to take form in the 1890s, promulgated by Theodor Herzl (1860-1904). Herzl was an educated and assimilated Viennese Jew, a journalist by profession and by avocation a playwright. He was in Paris when the French Jewish officer Alfred Dreyfus was publicly disgraced after his false conviction of espionage. The event proved the turning point for Herzl. He realized that despite their efforts to assimilate, the only answer was for Jews to live together in their own homeland - an ideology which came to be known as Zionism.

Herzl disseminated his ideas at two Zionist Congresses, which brought together activists and intellectuals from various countries to promote Zionism. At the first Zionist Congress, held in Basel, Switzerland in 1897, Herzl proposed a diplomatic campaign to persuade the nations of the world to support the establishment of a Jewish state in Eretz Israel.

Despite his valiant efforts, the best Herzl managed to obtain was a British proposal for Jewish settlement in Uganda. However, he persevered in pursuit of his vision, eventually managing to catalyze a change in the attitude of the international community. During his short life (he died at age 44 of pneumonia) Herzl managed to significantly advance the idea of the return of the Jewish people to their land. 

Inspired by the same Zionist idea, the courageous members of the First Aliya arrived in the barren wastes, remembering God's promise to the Jewish people: Thus said the Lord: "I accounted to your favor the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride - how you followed Me in the wilderness, in a land not sown." (Jer. 2:2)
The Second Aliya (1904-1914)
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The high hopes that Herzl's activity would obtain an international charter for a Jewish state in Eretz Israel were followed by equally deep disappointments. In 1903, the Jewish world was shocked to the core by a pogrom of unparalleled ferocity that erupted in the town of Kishinev, in southern Russia. 49 Jews were murdered, 92 seriously injured, and hundreds more suffered moderate injuries. Synagogues were set on fire and Torah scrolls desecrated; Jewish shops were looted and set alight; numerous Jewish homes were destroyed. 

The catastrophe was beyond comprehension for the Russian Jewish community. Young Russian Jews decided that they had waited long enough for international approval, and a growing stream left for Eretz Israel, in order to lay the foundation for a future state. Reporting from the Land for the Warsaw Hebrew paper Hatzofeh, author Moshe Smilansky wrote: Recently we have been seeing new faces. A few young men came looking for work in Eretz Israel and hoped to support themselves by their toil... Now - after a long lapse - people are coming who want to be 'citizens.'
The Second Aliya continued for about 10 years, until the outbreak of the First World War. About 40,000 Jews immigrated to Eretz Israel, most of them from Russia. Some found their way to the Old Yishuv and Jaffa, or to the existing agricultural colonies. But many of the younger immigrants were determined to cultivate the land in new communities.
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David Ben-Gurion
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Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook
Courtesy Bet Harav Kook
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One of the first members of the Second Aliya was the young David Joseph Green - who would later change his name to David Ben-Gurion - destined to be the first prime minister of the State of Israel. Indeed, many of the new immigrants were among the founding generation of the new state. They included the first three prime ministers, David Ben-Gurion, Moshe Sharett, and Levi Eshkol; the second and third presidents, Izhak Ben-Zvi and Zalman Shazar; and other leading political and cultural figures such as Berl Katznelson, A. D. Gordon, Yitzhak Tabenkin, J. H. Brenner and S. J. Agnon.

Another member of the Second Aliya was Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook, who immigrated in 1904. Rabbi Kook was admired for his Torah scholarship, gentleness and steadfast faith. For some ten years after his immigration, Rabbi Kook served as the rabbi of Jaffa and the agricultural colonies, and worked to promote settlement of the country. After the First World War he moved to Jerusalem and in 1921 was elected the first Ashkenazi chief rabbi of Eretz Israel. To this day Rabbi Kook is remembered for his deep respect for each and every Jew and his intense attachment to the Land of Israel. The importance that he gave to religious faith and Eretz Israel is clearly illustrated by the rubber stamps he used when he lived in Jerusalem. They read, "Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook - doing holy work on the holy land." The fact that he was a source of light, inspiration, and unity helped overcome the crises and difficulties that beset the newcomers in the years of intensified settlement.

In response to the call of educator Joseph Vitkin - who urged the immigrants to advance on two parallel tracks: "the conquest of labor and the conquest of the soil" - many young people flocked to farms set up by the Zionist Organization and the Jewish National Fund. Within a few years, they had acquired sufficient agricultural skills to leave the "national" farms and set up their own farming communities. Most of the new kibbutzim - such as Deganya, the "mother of communal settlements" founded in 1910 on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and the nearby village of Kinneret - were established at that time.

In addition to olim from Europe, some 1,500 Jews arrived from Yemen in 1911-1912, following joint activity by Zionist activists and Rabbi Kook to arouse interest among the Jews there. At first, attempts were made to direct the new arrivals to agriculture, but they quickly returned to their traditional occupations, such as silversmithing and weaving.
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The author and editor Joseph Klausner came for a visit during Passover of 1912. Soon after his arrival, Klausner met Dr. Judah Leib Magnes, a Zionist from the United States (who later became the first president of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem). He asked Magnes to tell him how the country had developed over the previous few years:

"It has changed a great deal in three years - and for the better," replied Magnes. "New settlements and new farms have been founded and the old ones have expanded. The use of the Hebrew language has spread."

"But doctor," insisted Klausner, "I have heard that you came here with Mr. Nathan Strauss. You are a Zionist and perhaps see everything through rose-colored glasses. Nathan Strauss is not a Zionist. What does he think about the country and what we have done here?"

"If you want to know what he thinks," replied Dr. Magnes, "let me tell you what he said to me not long ago. 'You know,' he said to me a few days ago, 'it seems as if the Land of Israel has really come back to life. They are singing all over the country. Everywhere I go I hear Hebrew songs being sung by young men and women. And where there is singing there is life.' That is exactly what he said."
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Tel Aviv, 1911
GPO
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Members of Hashomer, 1900
GPO
 

In 1909 the first all-Jewish city in modern times was established as a "garden suburb" of Jaffa. Tel Aviv soon became the quasi-capital of Zionist activity in the country; here the Provisional Council of State had its seat, and here independence would be declared less than four decades later.

The Second Aliya strengthened and consolidated the Jewish community in Eretz Israel and by the summer of 1914 there were about 85,000 Jews living there. Members of the Second Aliya devoted themselves to farming, and also laid the foundations for the workers' parties, for mutual aid and welfare institutions (such as workers' kitchens and health funds), for self-defense groups (first Bar Giora and later Hashomer), and for literary and cultural activity.

The Third Aliya (1919-1923)
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Eretz
Shaike Paikov

Eretz, eretz, eretz,
Land of cloudless blue,
Land of sunshine and of milk and honey too,
Land where we were born
Where we'll always stay,
We will be here, come what may. 

Land we hold so dear,
To our hearts so near,
Land that we adore,
Ours for evermore 
Land where we were born 
Where we'll always stay
We will be here, come what may. 

Eretz, eretz, eretz,
Land of sea and sky,
Where flowers and children grow so high,
To the north the hills,
Southern deserts wide,
And borders long and narrow on each side. 

Land we hold so dear... 

Eretz, eretz, eretz, 
Land of the Torah.
You are the source of light and faith for me. 
Eretz, eretz, eretz,
Ours you'll always be,
For the legend has become reality. 

Land we hold so dear...

The years of the First World War were a period of great hardship for the yishuv (Jewish community) in Eretz Israel. Plagues, deportation, conscription to the Turkish army, and economic sanctions caused the population to decline. Immigration ceased; the prime issue was survival. The yishuv dwindled from 85,000 to 56,000 by the end of the war; almost all the increase in population contributed by the Second Aliya was wiped out in four years.
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The Balfour Declaration
GPO
 

An important political watershed was reached in November 1917, when Great Britain issued the Balfour Declaration, recognizing the right of the Jewish people to a national home in the Land of Israel, and pledging to do what it could to promote the attainment of this goal. At the same time, British forces advanced through the country, conquering it from the Ottoman Turks. Explicit recognition of the Jewish people's rights in the Land of Israel by the power that had now occupied the country was seen as a favorable portent for the future.

Around the world, Jews prepared for immigration. Pogroms and assaults in Eastern Europe added urgency to their mission. However, only about 2000 Jews arrived in 1919, principally because despite their proclamations, the British authorities set strict limitations to Jewish immigration. Inadequate infrastructure compounded the difficulties in absorbing the newcomers. Nevertheless, many Jews managed to penetrate the wall of prohibitions, and they continued to arrive in Eretz Israel in a steady trickle.

The 35,000 immigrants of the Third Aliya had few resources, but like previous pioneers, they soon established firm ties with the veteran communities. The high esteem in which the new immigrants held their predecessors was returned in kind by the value placed on the newcomers as the spiritual and practical heirs to the Land.

Hopes surged again in 1920, when the Supreme Council of the Allied Powers, meeting at the San Remo Conference, decided to award Great Britain a mandate over Palestine (as the Land was called at the time). The Balfour Declaration, issued a few years earlier, and the presence of the new British High Commissioner, Herbert Samuel, an English Jew and sympathizer with the Zionist enterprise, revived hopes for mass immigration to Eretz Israel and the establishment of a national home for the Jews.

1920 also saw the establishment of pioneer cooperatives. The best known was Gedud Ha'avodah - the [Joseph Trumpeldor] Labor Legion - established by 80 members of the Third Aliya together with a few veterans of the Second Aliya. The Labor Legion took on many pioneering missions aimed at building up the country, including draining swamps and paving roads. Legion members also established the kibbutzim of Ein Harod and Tel Yosef. Other organized groups - including members of the Hashomer Hatzair Zionist youth movement - immigrated and devoted themselves to pioneering tasks, improving the land, and establishing cooperative and productive enterprises.
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Joseph Trumpeldor
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The village of Tel Hai in the Galilee was founded by veterans of the Hashomer and Haro'eh self-defense groups in 1918. It soon came under repeated attacks by local bandits, who wanted to control the district. Initially, the community of Tel Hai managed to repulse the assaults, but by means of a ruse the attackers managed to enter the courtyard of the settlement where they opened fire, killing six of the defenders including their leader, ex-Russian officer and disabled war veteran Joseph Trumpeldor (1880-1920). Although the survivors were forced to abandon Tel Hai, the members of the community became a legend of yishuv history, on account of their steadfast defense of the place and the bravery of those who fell in battle. Trumpeldor's last words were immortalized: "It is good to die for our country."
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Kibbutz members harvesting grain at Ein Harod
GPO/ Z.Kluger
 

The years 1921-1923 saw the flourishing of the Jezreel Valley and the establishment of 12 communities in its environs. The rich fertile soil of the valley turned green and blossomed; the dream of renewed possession of the land began to be realized. At the same time, other immigrants chose to settle in the cities of Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem. In 1921, Arab riots in the countryside caused many more to join the city-dwellers. At first the new residents were placed in tent camps, but they soon put down more permanent roots.

The Fourth Aliya (1924-1932)
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Haim Nahman Bialik
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In 1924, the British authorities opened immigration to persons with capital, and tradesmen, artisans, professionals and academics arrived in large numbers. Among the first immigrants of the Fourth Aliya was the poet Haim Nahman Bialik (1873-1934). His arrival, in March 1924, stimulated a much-needed feeling of renewal and revival among the residents of the country, and especially of Tel Aviv, where he settled.

The Fourth Aliya brought a total of 65,000 Jews to Eretz Israel. New settlements sprang up all over the country, including Herzliya and the farming village of Kfar Hasidim. The cities also flourished. By the end of 1925 - the peak of the Fourth Aliya - the population of Tel Aviv had doubled. Regular passenger services brought thousands of Jews direct from the Soviet Union by ship to the ports of Jaffa and Haifa. Unlike the previous olim, these were middle-class families, older than the earlier pioneers and most of them city-dwellers. The excitement was tangible, as more and more Jews arrived from Poland, the Soviet Union, Romania, Lithuania, Iraq and Yemen, fulfilling the words of the prophet Isaiah: I will say to the North, "Give back!" and to the South, "Do not withhold!" Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from the end of the earth. (Isa. 43:6)
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Evidence of the deep dedication to settling the Land can be found in a letter written in August 1926 by Yitzhak Binder, one of the seven founders of Herzliya, to his relatives in Germany:

To my distress, fever season has begun here. It has stricken us one after another. When the last one got up from his sickbed the first was stricken again... To this can be added the outbreak of boils, which the doctor believes we can cure easily by bathing in the sea, which is not far away. But we have no opportunity to get there because of the press of work...
Our food is simple, but we have got used to it and are satisfied, because we love the land despite all the difficulties. We are in a good mood and feel that we are free. After work and on the Sabbath we sing and enjoy ourselves.
Even though our lives here are more difficult than we imagined, we have no thoughts of leaving the land for any price. Our little children have almost forgotten German and speak only Hebrew. As the first settlers we are suffering here not only for our own future but also for the future of all Jews.
In addition to the difficult conditions in the countryside, the new immigrants faced severe unemployment in the major population centers. At a meeting of several thousand unemployed persons, David Ben-Gurion, who was the secretary of the Histadrut (the General Federation of Labor) at the time, addressed the crowd. Someone in the audience called out to Ben-Gurion, "Leader, give us bread!" Ben-Gurion replied, "I don't have any bread, but I do have a vision."
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The Hydroelectric Power Plant at Naharayim, 1932
GPO/ Y.Sa'ar
 

By 1928, there were encouraging signs of stabilization in the immigrants' situation. Despite a sweeping ban on immigration imposed by the British authorities in response to Arab rioting, small groups continued to arrive. For those already in the country, major construction projects - such as the electric power plant at Naharayim - provided plenty of work.

During the period following the end of the Fourth Aliya, the Jewish community in Eretz Israel grew stronger and more powerful. Large enterprises were set up all over the country and many new buildings were erected in the cities. The citrus industry developed and there were great hopes for future progress.

The Arab riots of 1929 dealt a harsh blow to the sense of stability. After the savage massacre of the 67 members of the long-settled Jewish community of Hebron, progress was replaced by concern for bare survival. The British authorities clamped down even more tightly on immigration, sparking a wave of protests by the Jewish community. Despite the demonstrations, immigration remained regulated by strict quotas and proceeded at a rate of only a few thousand per year. There was no choice for the Jewish community but to gather all its strength and work on further improving the country, until they could be reunited in their ancient homeland with their brothers and sisters in the Diaspora.

In 1932 a new British high commissioner arrived in the country opening a new page in the history of immigration. Jews began to arrive from Poland, the United States, North Africa, Egypt, Syria, and Iraq. The rising tide of immigrants augmented expectations for the future, and these hopes were not disappointed.

The Fifth Aliya (1933-1939)
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The Song of Freedom
Yitzhak Shenhar

Our faces to the rising sun,
Our path again turns eastward.
We look ahead to the great hour,
Heads held high, our souls unbowed.
With steady hand we carve our fate,
Fierce hopes beat in our hearts.
Remembering that we have a people,
Knowing that we have a homeland.
The exile's final hour draws near,
The dream of freedom will be real.
Hold strongly to tomorrow's flag,
As row on row we march ahead.

After Hitler came to power in 1933, Jewish emigration became a matter of survival. Despite strict immigration quotas and fierce Arab unrest, troubling reports about the deteriorating situation of the Jews in Europe accelerated the urgency of providing a safe haven, and the idea of the state advanced steadily. Between 1933-39, some 250,000 Jews from Germany, Poland, the Soviet Union, Greece, and Yemen immigrated to Eretz Israel - the largest wave before independence - increasing the Jewish population to some half a million. 
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Immigrants from Germany at Jaffa Port, 1933
GPO/ Z.Kluger
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Tel Aviv harbor, 1936
GPO/ Z.Kluger
 

Although only about one fifth of the olim were from Germany, the Fifth Aliya soon became known as the "Yekke" (slang term for a German Jew) immigration. The German immigrants exerted a disproportionate influence on culture and society: they continued to speak and publish in their mother tongue, and they introduced cultural events and activities familiar to them from Germany. In addition, they brought with them considerable amounts of capital, which significantly contributed to the economic consolidation of the yishuv. The Yekkes, like other immigrant groups of previous years, excelled in their devotion to Eretz Israel and in their determination to make it their home. 

In 1937, a British commission of inquiry studied the situation in Eretz Israel and the Jewish right to a home there. David Ben-Gurion, who was the chairman of the Jewish Agency executive at the time, testified before the committee. He said: 

Our right to Eretz Israel does not derive from the mandate and the Balfour Declaration. It predates those. At one of the sessions, the honorable chairman of the Royal Commission or one of his colleagues said that the mandate is the bible of Zionism... But in the name of the Jewish people I can say just the opposite: The Bible is our mandate. The Bible, which was written by us, in our own Hebrew language and in this very country, is our mandate. Our historical right exists from the dawn of the Jewish people and the Balfour Declaration and mandate were meant to recognize and affirm this right.
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"Youth Aliya" immigrants praying at their temporary home in Haifa, 1939
GPO/ Z.Kluger
 

The Fifth Aliya also saw the establishment of a new and unique enterprise. In cooperation with the Histadrut (General Federation of Labor) and the kibbutz movement, thousands of young people were brought to Eretz Israel as part of the Youth Aliya project. The first group arrived in 1932, settling in the Ben Shemen youth village. Despite difficulties in absorbing people from such a variety of cultures, Youth Aliyah proved to be a great success. The organization established many new communities in Israel, both for the newcomers and for local youth.

The members of this wave of immigration displayed great courage. In their countries of origin, they had been merchants, academics, intellectuals and industrialists. When they arrived in Eretz Israel, their status changed overnight. Many retrained in construction, metalwork, carpentry and other manual professions, in the firm belief that their adaptation helped augment production and promoted their integration. Consequently, the country developed at a rapid pace; agricultural settlements blossomed and new industries were established. The mood of the immigrants is best illustrated by an exhilarating picture of stevedores dancing as they unloaded sacks of cement in the new Tel Aviv port, which circulated throughout the country at that time.

The following passage was written by Rabbi Kook to Moshe Gottlieb of the Mizrachi religious Zionist movement in 1935:

Dear brethren! Be strong and steadfast in the holiness of Israel, the holy path that our holy rabbis and ancestors have taught us. But supplement it with the bond to the holy land and its rebuilding, which has been renewed in accordance with the wondrous ways of the Lord in our day - what was not possible in earlier times, before the epoch arrived to be gracious Zion and the season that was foretold, "Your servants take delight in its stones, and cherish its dust" (Ps. 102:15). And may God instill in the hearts of all our children the desire to return to the Lord and to our holy Torah... and to strive in the sacred enterprise of returning the remnant of Israel to its holy land. And may we speedily merit to the full redemption.
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"Tower & Stockade" at Kibbutz Hanita in Western Galilee, 1938
GPO/ Z.Kluger
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Establishment of Kibbutz Hanita, 1938
GPO/ Z.Kluger
 

During the last years of the Fifth Aliya, Arab violence forced Jews to build protective settlements, with a tall watchtower in the center, to help defend themselves against gunfire and infiltrators. At first the British authorities favored these "tower and stockade" projects, believing that their establishment would deter the rioters and moderate their behavior. However, the publication of the British Government's White Paper in 1939, placing artificial limitations on Jewish immigration, seemed to deliver a fatal blow to the yishuv. But the Jewish spirit refused to be dampened. Jews continued to enter the country and build it up, illuminated by trust in the Divine promise: Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and take you back in love. He will bring you together again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you And the Lord your God will bring you to the land that your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. (Deut. 30:3, 5)

The Holocaust and Clandestine Immigration (1934-1948)
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The Warsaw Ghetto Monument at Yad Vashem - The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 

The destruction of European Jewry during the Second World War (1939-1945) was an atrocity that surpasses human comprehension. Under the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler, the German army and its collaborators perpetrated the systematic murder of six million Jews - about one third of the world's Jewish community at that time. 

Following the Nazis' ascent to power in 1933, Jews were subjected to increasing levels of persecution. They were denied citizenship, work and personal property; they were expelled from their homes and herded into ghettos, where they lived in subhuman conditions, falling victim to famine and disease; and they were deported to slave labor camps and concentration camps where they were starved, tortured and murdered. The Holocaust terminated with the end of the Second World War in Europe on May 8, 1945.
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Clandestine immigrants disembark at Netanya beach, 1939
GPO/ H.Pinn
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New immigrants crossing sand dunes, 1939
GPO/ Z.Kluger
 

The special bond between the Jewish people and their land characterizes the heroic chapter of clandestine ("illegal") immigration to Eretz Israel. From early 1934 until the establishment of the State in 1948, potential immigrants, as well as those already in the country and gentile sympathizers abroad risked - and sometimes lost - their lives on behalf of the lofty goal of free Jewish immigration to their homeland. 

Organized clandestine immigration brought Jews from Europe, North Africa and the Middle East by sea, land and air. Over 14 years, some 122,000 Jews, excluded from every approved avenue of immigration by the British mandatory authorities, made their way to Eretz Israel. The years of clandestine immigration can be divided into three periods: 1934-1939, when 21,630 immigrants arrived; 1940-1944, (16,456 immigrants); and 1945-1948, (84,333 immigrants).
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The catastrophe of the Holocaust shook the Jewish People to the core. Many sank into profound thoughts about existence; others committed their thoughts to writing, for the benefit of future generations. One of the millions of Jews murdered by the Nazis was young Moshe Palinker, who wrote in his diary in 1943: 

There is nothing finer in the world than to hold... the steadfast belief that we have in our people, the chosen people, the eternal people, whose suffering will only intensify our stubbornness and our strength. The faith that we have in our land, the land that was ours and will be ours, the land that was sanctified by our very faith in it, the land that gives us new strength every day The belief that will accompany us forever until we are permitted, with the help of our God, to go up to our land and live there as one people, in one land, the people of the one and only God. And so, Lord, have mercy on your people and have mercy also on me...
The strength of his belief in the Jewish bond to Eretz Israel is astounding. In the inferno of Europe, and at a time of unbearable personal agony, Palinker was able to look to the future and see the Jewish people returning to their land.

In the years preceding the outbreak of the Second World War, immigration was organized and conducted by three main groups: the Haganah (the pre-State Jewish defense organization), which operated in coordination with the official Zionist institutions; Betar and the organs of the Revisionist movement; and private organizations. At first, clandestine immigration was limited in scope, focusing on rescuing Jews in danger. Most of the ships were chartered or purchased, and their captains and crews were composed of non-Jewish sailors seeking work. The ships were in poor condition and packed to maximum capacity. The Haganah twice commissioned the Vellos to sail from Greece with Polish refugees; Betar operated a smaller ship called the Union. Each turbulent journey brought another group of immigrants determined to make their home and rebuild their lives in Eretz Israel.

During the war, Jewish institutions willingly offered their services to the British authorities in their fight against the Nazis. At the same time, clandestine immigration continued, in an effort to save European Jews from annihilation. Although it soon became almost impossible to make contact with and organize ships of refugees from Europe to Eretz Israel, a total of about 16,000 immigrants nevertheless reached the country during the war years. The story of immigration in those years is a catalogue of traumatic incidents. Seven immigrant ships were sunk, including the Struma, which was torpedoed by a Soviet submarine in the Black Sea on February 23, 1942 killing all but one of the 769 passengers.

From the end of the war until independence was declared, clandestine immigration rapidly developed into a vast organization based on several components: the support of the Jewish community in Eretz Israel; financial and political assistance from abroad - especially Europe; the encouragement of Zionism worldwide; and the garnering of sympathetic world public opinion. The clandestine immigration network stretched across Europe, with additional branches in North Africa, the Middle East and the United States as well.

Jews from Arab countries made their way to Eretz Israel overland through the deserts of Iraq to Syria, where they slipped across the border. Jewish soldiers serving in the British army in Palestine - especially drivers - provided major assistance in transporting these immigrants across the border, in one case smuggling in some 1,350 Jewish children. In addition to the sea and overland routes, some immigrants arrived by air. In 1947, a campaign known as "Winged Immigration" brought immigrants to Eretz Israel from Iraq and Italy on an American military plane, flown by two volunteers. It landed at a specially prepared strip near Yavne'el in Lower Galilee.
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British soldiers inspecting a ship of clandestine immigrants at Haifa Port, 1947
GPO/ H.Pinn
 

Although the mandatory authorities fought clandestine immigration fiercely, the Jewish community viewed their efforts as vital steps towards restored national sovereignty. The sense of unity among the people reached its peak expression in the way the Jewish community welcomed the immigrants. It was not uncommon to see a large crowd congregating near the shore, waiting for the arrival of an immigrant ship. As the ship neared the coast and the immigrants disembarked, they were greeted with embraces and love, like long-lost brothers and sisters. When the British police arrived to check their documents, it was often impossible to distinguish the newcomers from the locals - all claimed simply: "I am Jew from the Land of Israel." However, the British did succeed in sending some ships back to exile before their passengers had disembarked. The last of the passengers deported to Cyprus were not released until February 1949, after the establishment of the State.

The period of clandestine immigration was one of the most crucial chapters in the history of the struggle for an independent Jewish state in Eretz Israel. The Jewish People, who had never forgotten God's promise to Abraham, made every effort to return to their beloved homeland. The tribulations of the journey, the fear of hostile authorities, the pain of leaving a familiar life behind, and the difficulties of absorption did not deter tens of thousands of immigrants from packing their few belongings - as their ancestors had done at the time of the exodus from Egypt - and setting out on their journey home.
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	Thus said the Lord God: ...you, O mountains of Israel, shall yield your produce and bear your fruit for My people Israel, for their return is near. For I will care for you: I will turn to you, and you shall be tilled and sown. I will settle a large population on you, the whole House of Israel; the towns shall be resettled, and the ruined sites rebuilt. I will multiply men and beasts upon you, and they shall increase and be fertile, and I will resettle you as you were formerly, and will make you more prosperous than you were at first. And you shall know that I am the Lord. I will lead... My people Israel to you, and they shall possess you. You shall be their heritage, and you shall not again cause them to be bereaved. (Ezek. 36:8-12)

14 May 1948 
State of Israel proclaimed
The book of Ezekiel contains a dual prophecy to the People of Israel. In its first part, God tells the Jewish People that the land assigned to them will remain desolate as long as it is occupied by strangers, and they remain in exile. And so it was - a bleak, barren, undeveloped land - for over 2000 years. In the second half of the prophecy, God describes the signs of the incipient redemption - how the land would appear just before the Jewish People would return forever. This part of the promise, too, began to come true, during the decades preceding the establishment of the Jewish state in Eretz Israel. This is the State of Israel, referred to in a Jewish prayer as the "first flowering of our redemption". From the deep sleep of oblivion in the absence of its sons and daughters, the land finally awakened.
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David Ben-Gurion reading the Declaration of the Establishment of the 
State of Israel, 
May 14, 1948
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
 

On May 14, 1948 the State of Israel was declared and God's promise that the Jewish people would again be sovereign in their land was fulfilled. The long anticipation, the pain and the yearning merged into that old-new entity, an independent Jewish state in the Jewish homeland. The new State of Israel marked the end of the 2000-year-old exile.

Today Jewish people from all over the world continue to return to Israel, where cities that were once destroyed by their enemies have been rebuilt and where the soil is bursting with fruit, trees and flowers, just as the prophet Ezekiel had foretold. According to Rashi, the great medieval commentator on the Bible and Talmud, "When the Land of Israel gives its fruit abundantly, the redemption will be imminent, and there can be no more manifest redemption than this." The unfaltering faith in God's promise that the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would return to their homeland was reflected in the wording of the Proclamation of Independence:
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Immigrants from Kurdistan, 1951
Ministry of Foreign Affairs/ T.Brauer
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Ethiopian immigrants during "Operation Solomon", 1991
GPO/ N.Alpert
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Immigrants from the former Soviet Union, 2000
Ministry of Foreign Affairs/ M.Milner
 

[image: image130.png]



Eretz-Israel (the Land of Israel) was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first attained statehood, created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political freedom.

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades they returned in their masses. Pioneers, immigrants, and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived the Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling its own economy and culture, loving peace but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the blessings of progress to all the country's inhabitants, and aspiring towards independent nationhood...

On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel; the General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable.

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign State...

Accordingly we, members of the People's Council, representatives of the Jewish Community of Eretz-Israel and of the Zionist Movement, are here assembled on the day of the termination of the British mandate over Eretz-Israel and, by virtue of our natural and historic right and on the strength of the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly, hereby declare the establishment of a Jewish state in Eretz-Israel, to be known as the State of Israel...

The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel;...

We appeal to the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora to rally round the Jews of Eretz-Israel in the tasks of immigration and upbuilding and to stand by them in the great struggle for the realization of the age-old dream - the redemption of Israel.

Placing our trust in the Rock of Israel, we affix our signatures to this proclamation at this session of the Provisional Council of State, on the soil of the homeland, in the city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath Eve, the fifth day of Iyar, 5708 (14th May, 1948).

From the Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel 

As a result of the Jewish people's love for their land and their strong desire to live there, the establishment of the State was followed by successive waves of Jewish immigration. In the first 18 months after independence, the population increased by more than 50 percent. In the first decade of statehood immigration came predominantly from the war-ravaged countries of Europe, and from Arab states. This was followed by a tide of immigration from North Africa. 

The third decade of independence was marked by the first trickle of immigrants from the Soviet Union. Two organized campaigns, in 1984 and 1991, brought almost all the Jews of Ethiopia to Israel. Over the last decade, some one million newcomers from the former Soviet Union have arrived in Israel - the largest wave of immigration the country has ever seen. Many thousands continue to arrive each year from all over the world, predominantly from the Americas and Europe. Today, the population stands at over 6.4 million, of which some 78 percent is Jewish.
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The language spoken in Israel is Hebrew - the holy tongue of the Bible. The revival of Hebrew as a modern language is the great achievement of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda After immigrating to the Land of Israel in 1881, Ben-Yehuda (1858-1922) pioneered efforts to restore Hebrew to daily use, after many generations in which it was preserved almost only in holy texts. Nearly half a century before independence, Hebrew was restored to its status as a living language, and after 1948 was recognized, along with Arabic, as the official language of the State. Other languages heard in Israel include English, Russian and Amharic, along with the mother tongues of immigrants from all over the world.
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Jerusalem
Ministry of Foreign Affairs/ M.Milner
 

Thanks to the efforts of the pioneers and residents of the country, Israel has many forms of urban and rural communities including large and flourishing metropolises like its capital Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa. Numerous villages and community settlements run the length and breadth of the country, together with over 700 moshavim and kibbutzim - cooperative farms and villages. Some of these communities predate the establishment of the State, while others are much newer and the site of energetic construction.

Despite severe weather conditions and water shortages, the toil of generations of farmers, whose strong desire was "to be tender to its dust" has produced impressive achievements in agriculture, noteworthy even by international standards. Today agricultural commodities constitute 3.5% of Israeli exports, and constitute the basis for many industries, including fresh fruits, flowers, fine wines, preserved goods and organic foods. In keeping with the Zionist ideology of working the land and living off its produce, Israel produces 95% of its food consumption. The desire to transform a barren land into a modern state, combined with Israel's large reservoir of academic and highly-qualified personel, has allowed the country to excel in many fields, including electronics, agrotechnology, telecommunications, computer-based equipment and alternative energy sources.

The State of Israel is a land of dichotomy: sunshine and rain, individuals and nation, war and peace, past and future. 

The State of Israel is a marvellous fusion of Jewish people from all over the world, reunited in their land, and linked forever by their history and bonds of kinship.

The State of Israel is the State of the Jews in the Land of Israel, promised to them by God.

Since independence, the poignant words of the national anthem, Hatikva (the Hope) written by Naphtali Herz Imber, have represented the aspiration for genuine Jewish independence and peace in their Promised Land:
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Hatikva
As long as deep in the heart, 
The soul of a Jew yearns
And towards the East
An eye looks to Zion.
Our hope is not yet lost,
The hope of two thousand years: 
To be a free people in our land,
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.
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