WOMEN IN MINISTRY
There are many that question whether or not women should be in the ministry. Some cite certain Biblical passages and argue that women are not allowed to publicly speak or minister in Church. However, the Bible is replete with examples of women who not only ministered, but were in places of authority in God’s economy. Here are some examples:

Huldah was a prophetess during the time when kings were ruling over Israel She dwelt at the Jerusalem college of the prophets and was in a place of great respect in the spirit realm. Kings and men of God (priests in Temple ministry) came to her for the inspired, prophetic counsel of God (11 Kings 22:14).  Judges 4:4 tells of Deborah the prophetess who judged Israel, leading them spiritually and politically. She gave inspired instructions to Barak and the armies of Israel. They trusted her counsel so much that they would not go to war unless she accompanied them. God gave deliverance to the nation through her prophetic leadership. 
Exodus 15 describes Miriam (Moses’ sister) leading public praise and worship in the congregation (“Church”-Acts 7:38) in the wilderness after God wrought deliverance for them at the Red Sea. Hannah openly praised and exalted God in the house of God, as described in I Samuel 2:1.

In the New Testament women are also mentioned as publicly ministering in God’s House. Anna the prophetess, served God in the Temple continually. She openly witnessed that Jesus was Messiah when He was dedicated in the Temple on the eighth day. She exhorted (preached to) all that were in the House of God who looked for redemption in Israel. (Luke 2)  Then there was Mary Magdalene. She was the first evangelist of the Church, being commissioned by Jesus Himself. She was the first to witness His resurrection from the dead and was told to tell it to the other disciples. Jesus later rebuked the disciples for not believing her report (John 20:17; Mark 16:9-14.)

Another important woman in ministry in the New Testament was Priscilla. She and her husband Aquila had been discipled by Paul and were his traveling companions (Acts 18:2, 18.) Paul left them in Ephesus to Pastor the Church that he had established there. One note of interest is that 3 times the scripture records Priscilla’s name before Aquila’s name (Acts 18:18, Romans 16:3, 11 Timothy 4:19.) This was very unusual in that day. Even in our own society a husband and wife are addressed as “Mr. and Mrs._________” , with the husband’s title coming first. Greek scholars state that the placement of her name first indicated that she had the more dominant position in ministry of the two. Priscilla had a very active ministry in the Church. Acts 18 tells of Apollos coming to Ephesus trying to share insights about the Messiah. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him and realized that he had an incomplete knowledge of the Gospel, “they” both took him aside and taught him, expounding to him the way of salvation more completely. The teaching of Priscilla & Aquila resulted in Apollos being established as one of the most powerful ministries of the New Testament Church. Paul states in Romans 16:3 that Priscilla was one of his helpers in ministry.

Other women are also mentioned in scripture as being laborers in the ministry with Paul. Romans 16 lists Tryphena and Tryphosa, Mary, and Phoebe as women that labored in the Lord. Phoebe is especially interesting, as scripture states that she was God’s servant who was a succourer (support, helper) of many in the Church. She had a position of authority in the Church of Cenchrea, as inferred by the term “succourer”. “Succourer” (“prostatis” in the Greek) is the feminine derivative of “proistemi”, which means “one who stands before-in rank-, presides, maintains, to be over, rules.” Her position apparently included presiding over the Church (a term equated to being a bishop or overseer in the Church.) She traveled to the various Churches, and Paul admonished the Church in Rome to “assist her in whatsoever business she had need of’ when she came there. Paul validated her ministry saying that Phoebe had been a help to many in the Church, including himself. (Romans 16:2)

With these many scriptural examples of women in public ministry one may wonder why some Churches preach against allowing women to minister. The reason is partly due to the misinterpretation of certain scriptures that they have taken out of context. To get a true and complete understanding on any subject in scripture, one must take the “whole counsel of God” on the subject so as to “rightly divide the Word of Truth.” 
 Those who teach or preach against women preachers apparently have not read or accepted the scriptures in Romans and Acts mentioned previously. To disregard any scripture on a particular subject is not accepting the whole counsel of God on it. This can lead to error. One must accept all of what God says on a matter, even if their church’s teaching or own dogma does not embrace it. Jesus said that the “traditions of man can make the Word of God of no effect.” Therefore, we must heed all of what SCRIPTURE says on the matter and embrace it as the truth.

Why do some teach against women in public ministry? There are two scriptures most commonly quoted as reasons for not allowing women to minister in Church. However, if one keeps these scriptures in context it is evident that neither of them actually teach excluding women from public ministry. One is I Corinthians 14:34 and the other is I Timothy 2:12. Here Paul instructs “let your women keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted unto them to speak” and “I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.” Upon first examination, it would appear that Paul is prohibiting women from speaking (teaching, preaching, prophesying) in the Church. But if that were true, then Paul contradicted himself by validating all the women who were in public ministry in the Churches he established (Romans 16.) Keeping both scriptures in the context of what Paul was actually addressing takes the confusion and misunderstanding away from this issue. Here is I Corinthians 14:29-
“ Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.  For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church... Let all things be done decently and in order.”

Paul’s entire purpose for the 14th chapter of I Corinthians was to give instruction for keeping order in the Church services. The Corinthians had a “free for all” in the services, with people speaking in tongues continually, prophets all trying to prophecy at the same time, and women yelling across the aisle asking their husbands questions on the other side of the room. As a result of this confusion, the Church Body could not clearly hear the Word of God being ministered in order to get edified and encouraged. Paul had to admonish the Body to do things in an orderly way so that the message of God could be heard clearly. 
When Paul addressed the women and instructed them to be silent, it wasn’t in the context of them ministering the Word. He was addressing their asking questions & interrupting the service. In that culture the women were generally unlearned, especially in things pertaining to scripture. Because the men and women were separated into different sides of the Church building, the women had to yell across the aisles if they wanted to ask their husbands questions about what was being preached. They were interrupting the services with questions to their husbands. Paul had to admonish them to stop talking in Church, and to be quiet so as not to disrupt the ministry of the Word. He instructed them that if they had any questions, they should wait and ask their husbands at home. 
The whole point of this instruction was to stop the confusion and unnecessary noise so that whoever was ministering could do so without being interrupted. The prohibition was not for women ministering but for women interrupting the services.

I Timothy chapter 2:8- also needs to be taken in context. Here it states:

“ I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.  In like manner also, that WOMEN adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;  But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.  Let the WOMAN learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to he in silence  For Adam was first formed. then Eve And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.[ Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.”

Notice that first the instructions are for “men” (plural) and then for “women” (plural) regarding their appropriate behavior as Christians. Here men are admonished to pray, and women are admonished to dress modestly and maintain good works. This applies to all women. Then the admonition changes to “woman” (singular), and “man” (singular.) What many do not know is that the term for “man” and “husband” is the same in the Greek (“aner”). The term for “woman” & “wife” is also the same in the Greek (“gune”). One must look at the context of what is being said in order to know whether to interpret “gune” as the general term “woman” or the specific term “wife.” The first part of the scripture admonishes all women to dress modestly and do good works. This is rightly translated “women” (not “wives”). But, when the context changes from the plural “women” to the singular “woman”, the term needs to be translated “wife”, not “woman.” The context of what Paul was saying here (vs. 11-15) had to do with the specific relationship of a wife with her husband. Here, the first husband and wife (Adam & Eve) are mentioned, and then to them having children in their marriage relationship. The point here is that God has established a special order in the marriage relationship that needs to be recognized. A wife should give respect to the position of authority that the husband has over her. The husband in the marriage relationship is to love his wife as Christ loves the Church. (For reference see I Corinthians 11:3, Ephesians 5:22-24, & Colossians 3:18.)
Marriage is the context referred to here in which the wife should not “teach nor usurp authority” over the husband. If the husband and the wife keep God’s order in marriage (with faith and love and holiness) they are promised safety when the wife bore children (I Tim. 2:15). A wife should not downplay the husband’s scriptural authority by trying to argue with or correct the husband. I Peter 3:1-5 states that if a wife sees that her husband is not being obedient to the Word of God in some area, she should not try to browbeat him, but rather silently live a Godly example before him and to win him over with her submissive, respectful behavior. Following God’s order results in much less confusion and contention in the home.

What the scripture actually says here is: “Let the wife learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a wife to teach, nor to usurp authority over the husband, but to be in silence.”  This does not mean that women are never allowed to teach. If that were the case, then Paul’s son in the faith, Timothy, would have been very unlearned, for it was his mother and grandmother who gave him his scriptual training (II Timothy 1:5.) Paul was not saying that women could not minister and teach, for he trained many women ministers himself (e.g., Priscilla, Phoebe, etc.) What he was saying is that a wife should not try to take the spiritual authority away from her husband in the marriage relationship by trying to teach and correct him. The best way to win her husband over is by example. If she gets out of order and tries to usurp his authority, she can be deceived like Eve was. 
The principle of honoring the spiritual authority over us is important. When the prophetess Miriam rebelled against Moses’ God-given authority she was struck with leprosy (Numbers 12). Likewise, a wife needs to respect her husband’s position of authority. She should not try to correct the husband, or argue, but respect his authority. It was in this context of marriage that Paul admonished the woman to be in silence. It was not a prohibition against women ministering in the Church.

In Church women are at liberty to be used in ministry, for “in Christ it is neither Jew or Greek...neither male nor female, but you are all one in Christ.” (Galatians 3:28) All of the members of Christ’s Body are to function and minister in the way and with the gifts that God has distributed to them. The New Testament clearly sanctions women speaking and ministering in the public setting of the Church. At the first Church service on the Day of Pentecost all 120 believers were filled with the Spirit and spake in tongues and prophesied (Acts 1:14, 2:4,17,18.) Among those there were many women including Mary, the mother of Jesus. Peter did not sit the women down and say “you can’t prophecy in Church! You must remain silent!” No. Rather, he stated that when the Holy Ghost is poured out in the last days that women (daughters & handmaids) would prophesy. 
Those who try to silence anointed women from proclaiming the Word of the Lord are fighting against God’s agenda for His Church. According to the Word of God, women can minister and be in a place of authority in the Church.
